
King attends prayers 
| at Aqaba mosque 

AOABA (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Friday attended 
prayers at the grand mosque in. 
Aqaba. Also attending the 
prayers with His Majesty were 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Fbn 
Zaid, Armed Forces 
i Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Iba Shaker and senior 
officials. In Amman - , His Royal 
‘ Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
attended prayers at A1 Husseini 
Mosque m downtown Amman. 
Also attending die prayer with 
the Crown Prince were Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Aziz Ai Khayyat, his 
Under-Secretary Abdul Salam AI 
^ Abbadi and senior government 
' .officials. 

Arab League 
criticises Hungary 

TUNIS (R) — The Arab League 
said Friday it had uiged Hungary 
not to allow the World Jewish 
Congress (WJC) to hold its 
annual congress m Budapest this 
week. The league said it asked 
Hungary, the first communist 
state in which the WJC held such 
a meeting, not to do so unt3 the 
organisation “renounced its racist 
options and policies contrary to 
international principles and re- 
solutions, as well as human 
rights.” Hungary’s decision was 
all die more surprising because of 
its attachment to “socialist princi- 
ples rejecting all organisations 
based on racial and retigknis con- 
siderations,’' the league said in a 
statement It said the WJC con- 
tinued to support Israel’s “policy 
of aggression and racial efisen- 
. mination ... against the Palesti- 
nian people ami Arab states.” 

U.S. team to visit 
Austria 

VIENNA (R) — A senior delega- 
tion from the U.S. Justice De- 
partment, which last week barred 
Austrian President Kurt Wal- 
dheim from making private visits 
to the United States, will visit 
Vienna next week, a spokesman 
for the chancellery said Friday. 
The delegation will indude De- 
puty Attorney-General Mark 
Richards as weD as Neil Sber, 
head of the Office of Special 
Investigations, which drew up a 
report on Dr. Waldheim’s World 
War Two record that formed the 
basis for the U.S. ban. Govern- 
ment sources said they were com- 
ing on Friday at the request of the 
Austrian government and would 
stay one day. 

Conservatives gam in 
British elections 

LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher’s Con- 
servative Party gained strongly in 
municipal elections, bolstering 
speculation Friday that Mrs. 
Thatcher will bold a general elec- 
tion next month, one year early. 
Conservative Party chairman 
Norman Tebbit claimed the re- 
sults of Thursday’s poll put the 
Tories “on our way to another 
terrific victoiy” that would give 
Mrs. Thatcher an unprecedented 
third successive term in office. 
Asked if~that meant a June elec- 
tion, he said: “It could be.” He 
also mentioned a possible autumn 
date. With 351 of the 369 districts 
decided, the British Broadcasting 
Corporation said the Conserva- 
tives held 118 cities and towns, a 
net gain of four, and Labour 102, 


districts, jneturiing two net gains. 
Tim remainder went to indepen- 
r dents or produced no single 
winner. 
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Israelis stage third 
attack in 8 days, claim 
11 more Arab lives 


Jordan and Egypt agree to 


Palestinian 

found killed i« . ,, 

in Jerusalem further strengthen cooperation 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — At least 11 
people were killed when Israeli jets hit 
Palestinian camps in South Lebanon on 
Friday in the third Israeli attack on South 
Lebanon in eight days. 


Police said at least 11 people, 
including two children, were kil- 
led and 40 were wounded when 
missiles slammed into a duster of 
houses inside the big 'Ain AI 
Hilweh refugee camp southeast 
of Sidon. 

Palestinians said 10 women and 
children had been killed. They 
said many of the casualties were 
inflicted by a single Israeli nrisale 
which hit the entrance to a bomb 
shelter. 

Palestinians and rescue work- 
ers were still searching for vic- 
tims, clawing with bare hands at 
the rabble of a dozen houses 
levelled in the raid. Another 25 
bouses were damaged. 

Witnesses quoted by news 
agencies said ax warplanes, co- 
vered by six other jets flying at 
high altitude, also fired missiles at 
six houses in hills around ’Ain AI 
HQweh and the smaller Mi eh 
Midi camp. 

Palestinian sources said the 
bases belonged to the Fateh fac- 
tion of the Palestine liberation 
Oigamsation (PLO). No fighters 
were injured, m the attack, they 
added. 

. The raid came less than one 
hour after the PLO, in a state- 
ment issued in this southern city, 
said three of its fighters had been 
killed by Israeli troops who inter- 
cepted them on their way to the 


border. 

Abu Yasser, a PLO military 
commander, told reporters: “We 
now feel it is our right to strike at 
Israeli targets inside and outside 
Israel in revenge for our innocent 
martyrs.” 

Israeli jets struck a civilian 
district of ‘Ain AI Hilweh on May 
6, killing 10 people and des- 
troying a score of houses. Eight- 
een people, including two chil- 
dren, were killed at Mieh Mieh 
on May 1 in Israel's most deadly 
air raid this year. 

The PLO statement said its 
fighters clashed with an Israeli 
patrol near Teir Haifa village 
about three kilometres north of 
the border, inride an Israeli -de- 
clared “security zone." 

In Tel Aviv an Israeli spokes- 
man said two fighters who were 
frying to cross the border were 
killed and three others were 
wounded and captured. 

The PLO statement said the 
fighters “dashed for more than 
ax hours with the Israelis which 
led to the killing or injmy of 
around 15 Israeli soldiers.” It 
added that Israeli helicopters 
took part in the skirmish . 

The statement said the fighters 
belonged to a.martyr group of the 
May 6 air raid on ‘Ain AI Hilweh. 

It named the three dead as 
Subeil M ohammad Ismael Abu 


Zdd, Bassam Ali Ghanam, and 
Majed Abdul Kader Ramadan. 
The statement was accompanied 
by their photographs. 

It said they headed for the 
attack inside Israel guided by 
oiden; from the PLO mod a deci- 
sion by the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) to “step up the 
armed struggle a gains t the enemy 
in the occupied land." 

Zeid Wehbeh, a senior PLO 
official in Lebanon, had 
threatened harsh action against 
Israel in retaliation for the raid on 
‘Ain AI Hilweh. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
vowed on Wednesday to step up 
arms-smuggling into Lebanon to 
defend the Palestinian camps and 
to launch attacks against Israeli 
positions. 

“I buy arms on the black mar- 
ket and snuggle them into Leba- 
non,” he said. “It is difficult to 
smuggle heavy weapons, bat I got 
the SAM-7 (anti-aircraft) missiles 
in and if I find someone to sell me 
SAM-6s, by God, I'll get them 
in.” 

On Thursday, resistance men 
said they killed or wounded 18 
Israeli-backed militiam en in an 
ambush on a tank-led patrol near 
the southern town of Jezzine. 

A spokesman for the Iranian- 
backed Islamic Reristance said its 
guerrillas ambushed an armoured 
patrol of the Israeli-sponsored 
South Lebanon Army militia at 
7:15 a.m. southeast of Jezzine in 
Israel’s “security zone.” 

The spokesman told reporters 
in South Lebanon that the 
ambnsbers killed or wounded 18 
militiamen but suffered no 
casualties themselves. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The body of a 
Palestinian man whose throat had 
been cut was found in a neigh- 
bourhood of Arab Jerusalem on 
Friday, Israeli police said. 

Police said they were investi- 
gating the identity of the dead 
man, who was in his 20s. 

The discovery of the body 
came ami d continuing Arab pro- 
tests against the Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

The Israeli army damped cur- 
fews on two occupied West Bank 
towns on Thursday after Palesti- 
nians hurled firebombs at Israeli 
vehides. 

In the Kasba neighbourhood of 
Nablus, Palestinians threw stones 
at an army vehicle and then 
hurled a firebomb at soldiers who 
were chasing them, police said. 

They said the army placed the 
area under curfew immediately 
after the petrol bomb attack, 
which caused no damage or in- 
juries. 

The army also damped a cur- 
few on the West Bank town of 
Qalqilya after a petrol bomb was 
thrown at an Israeli vehicle. 

A few hours later, Pales tinians 
hurled three firebombs at an 
Israeli car in the village of Azoun, 
eight kilometres east of Qalqilya. 
There were no injuries or damage 
in either inddent. 

On Thursday, an Israeiy minis- 
ter visited Qalqilya's mayor, shar- 
ing a meal with him at his home 
after Jewish settlers rampaged 
through the Palestinian town for 
die second time in a month. 

But the settlers vowed to step 
up night patrols in Qalqilya. 

- Communications Minister 
Ammon Rubinstein of the left- 
wing Shiniri Party visited the 
home of Mayor Abdul Rahman 
Abu Sneina on Thursday in what 
he said was an act of protest 
against the activities of the set- 
tlers. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee has concluded Its meetings 
in Amman and signed minutes of 
the three -day deliberations which 
produced agreement to speed up 
cooperation between the two 
countries in all fields. The mi- 
nutes said that Jordan and Egypt 
would each pay its share of the 
capital of a $50 million joint 
holding company by August 1 
and called for a July meeting of 
the company to deal with the 
creation of four firms for fisher- 
ies, fodder and lean meant, agri- 
cultural seeds and a tourism in- 
vestment company. 

The holding company, to be 
based in Amman, is a major 
outcome of efforts for economic 
cooperation by the two countries 


since they normalised ties in 
1984. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 
who led Jordan's team, to the 
meetings, and Dr. Atef Sedki. 
who led the Egyptian team, 
signed the minutes for their re- 
spective countries. 

Following are excerpts of the 
minutes carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, on Thurs- 
day: 

Economy and trade 

The committee decided to pro- 
ceed with plans for the establish- 
ment of four companies on tour- 
ism, fisheries, agricultural seeds 
and fodder and said both sides 
would name their representatives 
ip these companies. 

The committee said the Jorda- 


nian side promised to issue li- 
cences for important Egyptian 
products within a given quota and 
urge the private sector to increase 
its imports of Egyptian goods. 

It said that trade centres in 
both countries should not import 
products from either country in 
amounts exceeding the figures 
agreed on in previous trade prot- 
ocols. In this respect Jordan has 
said that it would import 5,000 
tonnes of Egyptian ahummum. 
20,000 tonnes of rice, and 5,000 
tonnes of cotton. Egypt has asked 
to be supplied with 3,000 tonnes 
of Jordanian al umini um fluoride. 

The two sides decided to take 
speedy steps for organising trade 
fairs for Egypt and Jordan in both 

(Continued oa page 3) 


Egypt remains a party to peace 
talks on account of Gaza — Sedki 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Egyptian gov- 
ernment has said that Cairo still 
retained its “administrative re- 
sponsibility” over the Israeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip and that 
Egypt would participate in the 
negotiations aimed at ending the 
Israeli occupation of the 40- 
kilometre strip. 

Speaking to Jordanian journal- 
ists on Wednesday night, Egyp- 
tian Premier Atef Sedki and De- 
puty Premier and Foreign Minis- 
ter Ahmad Esmat Abdul Meguid 
said Egypt would be invited to 
take part in the proposed confer- 
ence cm account of its responsibil- 
ity towards Gaza. 

This was perhaps the first pub- 
lic reference by Cairo of it's 
interest in the future of the occu- 
pied territory since the Camp 


David peace talks between Egypt 
and Israel. 

Despite its separate treaty with 
Israel, “Egypt was and still is a 
party” to Mideast peace negotia- 
tions, Dr. Sedki stressed. “If the 
conference is going to discuss the 
West Bank and Gaza. Egypt 
would have to participate.’' 

Dr. Abdul Meguid confirmed 
that Cairo had “an administrative 
responsibility over Gaza,” and 
that it was “a continuing respon- 
sibility.” 

Dr. Sedki said “I cannot im- 
agine Egypt not invited to the 
conference.” 

The Egyptian premier said his 
talks with Jordanian leaders 
which came in the context of the 
Joint Jordanian-Egyptian High- 
er Committee included discus- 
sions of the latest developments 
in efforts towards convening an 
international peace conference 


on the Middle East. 

“We are still trying to find a 
way to reconcile our concept with 
developments in the area,” Dr. 
Sedki said. 

Citing what he described as 
“developments in positions of 
certain parties,” Dr. Abdul 
Meguid said direct negotiations 
“are no more a main precondi- 
tion” for convening a conference. 
He was apparently referring to 
the U.S.-backed Israeli condi- 
tion. 

Die Egyptian foreign minister 
explained that Cairo was in 
favour of “direct negotiations 
within an international confer- 
ence.” 

Commenting on Israel's coali- 
tion government's handling of its 
current crisis over the proposed 
conference. Dr. Sedki said: 

( Contented on* page 3) 


Freij and SMwwa willing to attend 
peace talks as part of joint delegation 


Arafat to send Wazir to Syria 
for fence-mending talks 


Saudis said offering oil to Syria in 
return for better ties with Iraq 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Two West Bank and 
Gaza leaders said Friday they- 
would be willing to conader par- 
ticipating in an international con- 
ference on Middle East peace as. 
part of a joint Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian delegation. 

The two, Elias Freij, the mayor’ 
of Bethlehem, and Rashad A) 
Shawwa, tee deposed mayor of 
Gaza, said in interviews they 
would look positively at such an 
invitation. 

Mr. Freij said Palestinian dele- 
gates would need the blessing of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). But Mr. Shaw- 
wa, who has been critical of the 
PLO's new hard line, left unclear 
the degree to which participation 
would need PLO approval. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
and other members of his Labour 
Party have named the two as 
Palestinians with whom Israel 
would be willing to negotiate. 

Israel has refused to negotiate 
with the PLO. 

Mr. Shawwa, 78, said in a 
telephone interview that if asked 
to participate in a joint Palesti- 
nian-Jordanian delegation “I 
would consider it.” 

“And if 1 thought it was in tee 
interest of the Palestinian cause I 
would look at it positively,” 
added Mr. Shawwa, who was de- 
posed twice by Israel as mayor of 
Gaza in 1973 and 1982. 


Mr. Shawwa sharply attacked 
the PLO for adopting hardline 
policies at a recent meeting in 
Algiers, saying the majority of 
the 1.4 milhon Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
favoured a moderate approach 
but were afraid to speak out. 

Bote Mr. Freij and Mr. Shaw- 
wa said they supported a recent 
statement by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai. 

Mr. Rifai conditioned PLO 
participation at such a conference 
on renouncing terror and accept- 
ing U.N. Resolutions and 242 and 
338. 

Bote Mr. Freij and Mr. Shaw- 
wa indicated they would be pre- 
pared to consider participation in 
an international conference 
whether or not the PLO agrees to 
tbs conditions. 

But Mr. Freij ruled out parti- 
cipation without PLO approval. 
“I believe no Palestinian would 
accept an invitation unless he is 
authorised by tire PLO.” 

Only Mr. Shawwa left undear 
if PLO approval was necessary to 
participate in a joint delegation 
with Jordan. 

“I myself give top priority to 
ending Israeli occupation. At the 
moment the only means I see is 
242,” said Mr. Shawwa. 

Mr. Peres said . Thursday he 
would call for tire breakup of 
Israel’s coalition government if it 
does not approve his proposal for 


Iranians hit Soviet ship 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — An 
Iranian gunboat has raked a 
Soviet freighter in tee Gulf with 
cannon fire, the first attack on a 
Soviet vessel smee tee Iran-Iraq 
war broke out 6V6 years ago, 
marine salvage executives re- 
ported Friday. 

The attack on Wednesday 
fame amid an exchange of heated 
words between Tehran and 
Moscow. „ 

The attack on the 6,459-ton 
Ivan Koroteyev was seen as a 
signal from Tehran to Kuwait 
that its plans to transport its ofl in 
Soviet and U.S. flag vessels will 
not stop Iranian attacks. 

The Soviet vessel was hit about 

128 kilometres east of Qatar m 
the southern sector of the Gulf 
and SO kilometres from Iran s 
offshore Rostam oilfield. 

The London-based Lloyds 


shipping intelligence unit said the 
ship was attacked by ‘‘unidenti- 
fied. small boats” and was dam- 


Tbere was no hnm«rtia«e com- 
ment from Moscow. Bnt Soviet 
officials who were in Gulf region 
recently warned that Moscow 
would reply “firmly” to any 
attack on Soviet ships. They did 
not say whether that would in- 
volve military action. 

In Tehran, President Ali 
Khamenei declared Friday that 
Iran would not ignore Moscow’s 
“unacceptable” support for Iraq, 
Iran’s official news agency 
(IRNA) reported. 

The agency -did not elaborate. 
But Iran’s chref justice Abdulkar- 
im Mnsavi Ardebifi warned last 
week that Kuwait would “bear 
tee consequences” of involving 
the s upe r pow ers in the Gulf. 


an international peace confer- 
ence. 

Bnt Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir reiterated his unequivocal 
opposition to the idea. 

The escalating rhetoric from 
the two rival leaders four days 
before a scheduled showdown in 
their inner cabinet appeared to 
support predictions mat the 31- 
month old coalition government 
was on the verge of collapse. 

“If there is no agreement, 
there is no agreement,” Mr. 
Peres said when asked what be 
would do if he failed to convince 
MrJ Shamir's rightist Likud bloc 1 
to go along until Ms plan in ! 
Monday’s meeting. 

“I will go to Mr. Shamir and 
ray: This government is divided 
into two parts, let us turn to the i 
nation for a choice,” Mr. Peres i 
said on Israel Television. I 

A key assistant to Mr. Shamir 
will visit the United Stales from 
Sunday, his office said Friday. 

Bnt aides disputed a radio re- 
port that the director general of 
Mr. Shamir’s office, Yosef Ben 
Aharon, was being sent to seek 
U.S. support for the prime minis - 
ter’s rejection of a peace confer- 
ence and pre-empt Mr. Peres, 
who is due in Washington next 
Wednesday. 

Foreign ministry officials said 
Mr. Peres’ U.S. trip was now in 
donbt because of the political 
situation in Israel. 


Hart quits 
race for 
presidency sux 

« J sold arm 

DENVER (Agencies) — A de- u.S. an 
Sant Gary Hart abandoned the 
race for the Democratic presiden- 
tial nomination on Friday, declar- 
ing “I refuse to submit myself, my 
fondly and my friends” to con- 
tinued public scrutiny.. 

“Fm not a beaten man; Tm an 
angry and defiant man,” Mr. 

Hart told a news conference In 
Denver. 

Mr. Hart disappointed suppor- 
ters at the news conference, who 
cheered briefly when the former 
Senator said, “HeD, no,” after be 
described a decision to make a 
quick announcement and quietly 

leave the scene. 


SHARJAH (AP) — PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat said Friday his 
top military aide, who was 
ordered out of Damascus four 
years ago, would go to Syria 
within a week for reconciliation 
talks with President Hafez AI 
Assad, a newspaper reported. 

Khalil Ai Wazir, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
deputy military commander, left 
Damascus in June 1983 after be 
and Mr. Arafat were declared 
persona non grata by Syrian au- 
thorities. Syria then supported a 
mutiny within the PLO a ga i nst 
Mr. Arafat’s leadership. 

In an interview with the Shar- 
jah-based daily newspaper AI 
Khaleej, Mr. Arafat also pre- 
dicted that an international con- 
ference for peace in the Middle 
East would be preceded by a 
long-delayed Arab summit con- 
ference. 

“The PLO wfl] take part in the 
peace conference if tee Arab 
(states) are able to unify their 
stands on the conference,” said 
Mr. Arafat who is visiting the 
United Arab E m i r ates. 

The delay in holding the sum- 
mit has been mainly attributed to 
differences between tee PLO and 
Syria, winch hindered several 
previous attempts to hold the 

s ummi t. 

Mr. Arafat was quoted as 
saying he based his prediction 
about the international peace 
conference on signs of possible 


condhation between the PLO 
leadership and Mr. Assad’s gov- 
ernment. 

He said Mr. Wazir would be 
accompanied to Damascus by 
Yasser Abd Rabbo, representing 
the Democrataic Front for Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP), and 
Abu Ali Mustafa of the Popular 
Front for Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). 

The PLO chairman praised the 
outcome of a meeting earlier be- 
tween PFLP leader George 
Habash and Mr. Assad. 

The talks resulted in “positive 
encouraging points” towards cor- 
recting and reforming relations 
between Syria and the PLO, Mr. 
-Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat’s moves toward 
Syria began when Syrian-backed 
Paler* 1 ' 'nan factions agreed to 
renniiy ranks with Fateh under 
the PLO umbrella at the Alters 
meeting of tee Palestine National 
Council. 

AI Khaleej reported from 
Damascus earlier this week teat 
Mr. Assad's condition for closing 
the rift with Mr. Arafat was that 
another PLO reunification pro- 
cess be launched in Syria. 
y Dr. Habash on Thursday criti- 
cised Mr. Arafat for offering to 
meet Israeli leaders. 

“Arafat has specialised in mak- 
ing concessions for free, and 
embarrassing the masses of our 

(Continued on page 3) 


KUWAIT (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
has offered to supply Syria with 
50,000 barrels of oil a day if Iran 
cuts off its supplies because of 
reported efforts by Damascus to 
reconcile with Iraq, the AI Qabas 
daily reported Friday. 

The newspaper repeated an 
earlier report teat Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad and Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq met 
recently near the H-4 area on the 
Jordanian- Iraqi border. 

There has been no independent 
confirmation of tee reported 
meeting. Information Minister 
Mohammad AI Khatib has dis- 
missed the reports as “press 
rumours.” 

The front-page AI Qabbas re- 
port said the Saudi offer was 
made by Crown Prince Abdullah 
during the purported April 26 
meeting. 

Prince Abdullah heads an Arab 
League committee that has been 
trying for two years to reconcile 
Syria and Iraq. 

AI Qabas said that during tee 
meetings, Mr. Assad spoke about 
“tee shock be felt as a result of 
the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq 
war” and repeated that his coun- 
try has worked to prevent the 
expansion of the hostilities to 
other Gulf Arab states. 

AI Qabas quoted Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein as saying 
that he would be satisfied if Syria 
assumed a neutral stand in the 
Gulf war. 


“Iraq’s sufferings so far make it 
unprepared to discuss anything 
other than the cessation of hostili- 
ties," the Iraqi president was 
quoted as telling Mr. Assad. 

ban’s conditions for ending the 
Gulf war has been the overthrow 
of tee government of President 
Hussein. 

Three days after the meeting 
was supposed to have taken 
place, Syrian Oil Minister Gfaazi 
AI Droubi signed during a visit to 
Tehran and agreement under 
which Syria would receive one 
milli on tonnes of free Iranian oil. 

AI Qabas said Thursday the 
Iraqi and Syrian presidents 
agreed to a six-point programme 
to improve relations between 
their countries. 

The daily said the agreement 
included a bah to media cam- 
paigns against each other, a meet- 
ing between their prime minister 
or nominated officials, talks be- 
tween their interior ministers as 
well as oil ministers and an ex- 
change of political prisoners. 

The paper, quoting informed 
sources in Arab capitals, said the 
two presidents also agreed to 
meet again at a proposed Arab 
s ummi t in Riyadh later this year. 

Talks between oil ministers 
would cover the possibility of 
Syria reopening a pipeline across 
its territory to the Mediterra- 
nean, which was dosed to Iraqi 
exports five years ago after Syna 
tided with Iran in tee Gulf war. 


Secord faces possible charges; hearings continue 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Retired Major-General Richard 
V. Secord told the Iran-contra 
hearings Friday that Israel and 
several European countries had 
sold arms to Iran long before the 
U.S. arms-for-hostages deal in 
1985. 

Gen. Secord told congressional 
investigators that while m govern- 
ment he knew of “very large- 
scale transactions from European 
countries and from Israel to ban 
< — shiploads, many, many ship- 
loads of armaments have been 
going to ban.” Gen. Second did 
not name tee European coun- 
tries. 

Gen. Secord, who served as 
assstant deputy secretary of de- 
fence, singled out Israel as having 
sold ban weapons supplied to it 
by the United States. He said the 
United States had protested tins 


practice several times, especially 
when Israel shipped ban spare 
parts for airplanes. 

Israeli officials have admitted 
to selling tyres and other spare 
parts for Iran’s U.S.-based fighter 
jet fleet but insists this was done 
with U.S. consent. 

Ariel Sharon, a former defence 
'minister, has said Israel stopped 
all such transactions with Iran at 
die request of the United States 
after 1982, but the former direc- 
tor of the Israeli defence mins- 
ter, Menachem Meron, says 
spare parts sales were going on as 
late as 1984. 

According to various news re- 
ports Israel continued to ship 
fight weapons and spare parts to 
Iran through thud countries such 
as Portugal and Spain and via 
private arms dealers. 

Gen. Secord noted that Israeli 


interests in supplying Iran dif- 
fered from, those of the United 
States' because the Israelis sought 
to prop up the Iranians m their 
war against Iraq. 

Secord may face charges 

Gen. Secord could be indicted 
for what he has told Congress 
about the Iran-contra arms deals, 
according to a member of the 
Senate investigating panel. 

Other panel members said they 
thought Gen. Secord had bandied 
himself well during testimony be- 
fore tee Senate and House of 
Representatives committees 
looking into the clandestine 
scheme. 

Unlike some key figures in tee 
Iran-contra affair, Gen. Secord 
has not been granted limited im- 
munity from prosecution based 


on his testimony. 

And Senator Howell Heflin 
said enongh questions were 
raised during Thursday’s six-hour 
session about possible violations 
of U.S. law in the sale of U.S. 
weapons to Iran and diversion of 
payments to the Nicaraguan re- 
bels to haul Gen. Secord into 
court. 

“I don’t think there’s any ques- 
tion that his testimony today 
(Thursday) wifi cause his indict- 
ment,” said Gen. Heflin, an 
opposition Democrat and a for- 
mer Alabama state supreme 
court justice. 

Former National Security 
Council aide Oliver L. Norte 
matte a surprise appearance in 
federal court Friday, white Gen. 
Secord told the Iran-contra hear- 
ings he wants funds left from the 
affair donated to tee contras. 
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. ‘ready to back’ U.N. 
rms embargo against Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States is pre- 
. pared in principle to back a U.N. arms embargo 
against Iran, U.S. officials have said. 


Publicly, the State Department 
said it was ready to back 
“appropriate enforcement mea- 
sures" against Iran or Iraq if 
either refused to cooperate witb 
U.N. Security Council efforts to 
end their nearly seven-year war. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, told Reuters this 
meant an arms embargo against 
Iran, which department spokes- 
man Charles Redman Thursday 
again called the “recalcitrant par- 
ty in' the war." 

“The United States is ready in 
principle to support the applica- 
tion of appropriate enforcement 
measures against either party 
which refuses to cooperate with 
formal Security Council efforts to 


end the war," Mr. Redman told 
reporters. 

He declined to elaborate, but 
the officials said such measures 
would be confined to an arms 
embargo and exclude economic 
sanctions. 

Mr. Redman did say that 
Washington would work actively 
with other governments to ex- 
pand the scope of Washington’s 
own efforts to deny arms to Iran. 
’ He was speaking after Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz met an 
Arab League delegation which is 
here to urge Washington to back 
Security Council moves to end 
the Iran-Iraq war. 

The officials said moves to im- 
pose an arms embargo against 


Iran was the prime topic in the 
short meeting, and that both sides 
agreed it should be pursued. 

Mr. Shultz, welcoming the de- 
legation led by North Yemeni 
Foreign Minister Abd A1 Karim 
Ai Iryani, said Washington’s own 
‘'operation staunch” to deny 
arms to Iran would continue until 
Tehran agreed to talks. 

“We must continue our efforts, 
which have been going on for 
many years, to do everything we 
can to deny arms to Iran, since it 
is the arms that they use to pursue 
the war,” he said. 

“Our efforts to do this is an 
intense one and it will continue 
while we also press in every way 
we can die international com- 
munity to try to exert great 
efforts to bring about negotia- 
tions. 

“We will not relent in this 
effort," he said. 


Iran has so far refused to join 
talks and has demanded huge 
reparations and the ouster of 
Iraqi government as its main con- 
ditions for ending the war. 

“We believe the world at large, 
and die Security Council of die 
United Nations in particular, 
should spare no efforts to achieve 
a comprehensive resolution to 
this conflict,” Mr. Iryani said. 


His delegation was here to 
draw attention to a resolution 
passed unanimously for the first 
time by Arab League foreign 
ministers in Tunis last month 
blaming Iran for prolonging the 
war. 


League delegations were to 
visit the other permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Council 
— Britain, China, France and the 
Soviet Union — to urge con- 
certed international action. 


Muslim Brotherhood denies 
attack on ex-Egyptian aide 


CAIRO (API — The Muslim 
Brorherhood on Thursday conde- 
mned an armed attack on a 
former interior minister two days 
ago. but objected to speculation 
that it could have been carried 
out by Muslim extremists. 

A spokesman for the Brother- 
hood. a moderate religious group 
politically banned but repre- 
sented in parliament under the 
banner of the opposition Labour 
Partv, issued its statement to 


news agencies by telephone. 

It was apparently referring to 
newspaper reports that stressed 
the gunman’s beard and long 
robe, typically worn by Muslim 
fundamentalists, and to a report 
that a Muslim group claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attempt. 

“The Brotherhood is asking 
the press to await die outcome of 
the investigation, and not to pin 
all incidents on the Muslim 
groups. 


ostage crisis frozen until 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
leading Shi'ite Muslim cleric said 
in an interview published Friday 
he does not expect movement in 
the issue of foreign captives held 
in Lebanon until after the U.S. 
and French presidential elections 
in 1988. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlailah told the new Lebanese 
daily newspaper Ash-Shams, or 
the sun, that the issue of hostages 
has been “frozen." 

“The kidnappers have an in- 
terest in this freezing until the 
American and French elections in 
1988," said Fadlailah, the spir- 
itual guide of Hezbollah, or Party 
of God. 

Hezbollah* a pro-Iranian fac- 
tion. is said to be an umbrella for 
the radical hostage-holders, 
although it repeatedly has de- 
nied. 

Fadlallah’s remarks were 
buried in an inside page of the 
conservative newspaper's first 
issue. The tabloid became 
Beirut's 13th daily publication. 

There has been no word from 
the captors of foreign hostages 
for 36 days. Before then, the 
hostage-holders were steadily re- 
leasing communiques and video- 
taped messages from the cap- 
tives. 


The last message was April 2 
by the Islamic Jihad for toe Li- 
beration of Palestine. The group 
then claimed that one of its four 
hostages. American Professor 
Alarm Steen, was dying. 

The silence has been coupled 
with a gradual tightening of a 
Syrian army ring around the pre- 
dominantly ■ Shi’ite slums of south 
Beirut, where most of the foreign 
hostages are believed held. 

Syria deployed an estimated 
7300 soldiers in mainly Mnslim 
west Beirut on Feb. 22 to end 
militia anarchy. But their 
peacekeeping mandate so far has 
excluded the southern suburbs. 


In all, 24 foreigners are missing 
and believed kidnapped by sever- 
al radical factions in Lebanon. 
They are eight Americans, six 
Frenchmen, two Britons, two 
West Germans, one Italian, one 
Irishman, one South Korean, an 
Indian and two unidentified fore- 
igners who were seen being grab- 
bed in January. 

The abductions began shortly 
after Muslim militiamen wrested 
control of west Beirut from the 
Lebanese army in February 1984/ 

Also missing is Anglican 
Church envoy Terry Waite. He 
disappeared on Jan. 20. 


Japanese seamen boycott 
northern Gulf after attack 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese seamen 
announced Friday they would re- 
fuse to sail into the northern Gulf 
until their safety could be assured 
following a shell and rocket 
attack on a Japanese -flag super- 
tanker there. 

A spokesman for the Japan 
Shipowners Labour Relations 
Agency said the decision was 
reached at a meeting between the 
agency, which is in charge of 
monitoring safety, and the All 
Japan Seamen's Union. 

He said the decision followed a 
statement Friday by Foreign 
Minister Tadashi Knranari to 
Japan’s parliament that Iran and 
Iraq had not responded to a 
ministry request that the two na- 
tions assure the safety of 
Japanese ships in the area. 

Mr. Kuranari said the ministry 
bad expressed concern over Tues- 
day’s attack to the warring coun- 
tries and asked them to investi- 
gate. “We have not received a 
response,” he said. 

The agency official told Reu- 
ters: “We will ask the Japanese 
government to seek and assure 
our safety in the northern Gulf 
and will not sail there until con- 
crete measures are taken.” .. 

Shipping sources said the Shu- 


bo Mani was attacked on two 
occasions on Tuesday rooming 45 
kilometres west of Iran's AI Fari- 
siyah island. 

It was sailing to Kbafji in the 
neutral zone south of Kuwait 
after loading 140,000 long tonnes 
of oil, but was not scheduled to 
load or unload cargoes for 
Kuwait. 

None of the 27 seamen aboard 
were hurt, although the ship suf- 
fered considerable damage and 
barely escaped being set ablaze. 

The sources said I ranian Re- 
volutionary Guards operated 
attack craft from the island. 

They added that two Japanese- 
flag ships that were scheduled to 
stop at Mina AI Ahmadi in 
Kuwait within a few days were 
now anchoring off Ras Tanura in 
SamH Arabia. 

The sources said Japanese sea- 
men would not sail north of AI 
Farisiyah island because the 
attack on the Shufao Mara was 
made during the morning when 
the ship's Japanese flag was visi- 
ble, indicating that the attack was 
deliberate. , 

The Shuho Manr was the 
second Japanese ship to be 
attacked during the ax-and-half- 
year Gulf war. 


Head of Lebanese team 
at talks with Israel dies 


BEIRUT (AP) — Antoine Fat- 
tal, an ambassador who repre- 
sented Lebanon at U.S.-spon- 
sored, post-invasion negotiations 
with Israel in 1983, has died of a 
heart attack, it was officially 
announced Friday. 

Mr. Fattal, 69, died Thursday, 
10 days before the fourth 
anniversary of the ill-fated 
Lebanese-Israeh accord on the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops that 
invaded Lebanon in June 1982. 


Mr. Fattal, who bad a docto- 
rate in law, is survived by a wife 
and three sons. 


Negotiating the May 17, 1983, 
accord, which President Amin 
Gemayel abrogated a year later 
under pressure from Syria, was 
Mr. Fattal ’s last official assign- 
ment. 


Before then, he served for five 
years as ambassador to the 
Vatican. 


U.S. holds 
Palestinian 
without bail 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — An 
alleged gunman for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
wanted in Israel for killing a bus 
driver and wounding three others 
in a 1986 attack was ordered held 
without bail Friday pending a 
formal extradition request from 
Israel. 

Mahmoud Atta, 33, was 
arraigned in U.S. federal court 
here on a provisional arrest war- 
rant that charged him with mur- 
der, attempted murder, and caus- 
ing injury with grievous intent. 

Atta, identified on his passport 
as Mahmoud El Abed Ahmad, 
was arrested at Kennedy Airport 
by Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) agents who accompa- 
nied him on a trip from Caracas, 
Venezuela, after he was deported 
on immigration charges. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney John 
Gleeson told the court there was 
sufficient legal basis to hold Atta 
for 60 days under the extradition 
agreement between Israel and the 
U.S. 

Atta emigrated to Puerto Rico 
where he became a naturalised 
U.S. citizen in 1982. 

In the West Bank attack, on 
April 12, 1986, Atta and an 
accomplice are said to have fire- 
bombed the bus in Lamm, 32 
kilometres from- Jerusalem. 

Atta then opened fire on the 
bus and its passengers with ah 
automatic weapon mid killed the 
driver and wounded three passen- 
gers, according to court papers. 

“According to the accomplice, 
the attack had been carefully 
planned in advance and they in- 
tended to kill and injure civi- 
lians” the cooit papers claimed. 


Carter: Syria will talk with Israel 
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James Bradford, Atta’s court- 
appointed lawyer, said his client 
was “contestiiw the identity — he 
is not the indmdua] wanted in 
this attack.” 

-The attack occnred on the 
second anniversary of another 
bus hijacking in the Gaza Strip 
that ended when Israeli soldiers 
stormed die vehicle, killing two 
terrorists and then executing two 
others who surrendered. 

That incident sparked a public 
outcry in Israel and an internal 
inquiry determined that guards 
bludgeoned the two gunmen to 
death after they surrendered. 

The judge ordered Atta de- 
tained pending a June 8 bearing. 

Meanwhile an Israeli govern- 
ment official said Friday Israel 
will ask the United States to 
extradite Atta. 

If the request is granted, the 
suspect would be the second 
Palestinian to be extradited to 
Israel from the United States. 

The Israeli justice ministry “is 
preparing q formal request which 
will be forwarded (to the Amer- 
icans) within 60 days,” said the 
government official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

He said no further details were 
available. 

In 1980, the United States ex- 
tradited a Palestinian, Ziyad Abu 
Ain, to Israel. He was sentenced 
to life in prison for a bomb attack 
in the northern city of Tiberias in 
which two people were killed. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a news- 
paper interview published Friday 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter said Syria was ready to. 
bold direct talks with Israel with- 
in the framework of an interna- 
tional peace conference. 

Interviewed by the daily 
Yediot Ahronot from Atlanta 
Mir. Carter said Syrian President 
Hafez Assad told him this at a 
meeting in Damascus two months 
ago. Mr. Carter visited five Mid- 
dle East countries, indudmg 
Israel and Syria, in March. 

The former president said Mr. 
Assad told him he was ready to 
join a peace conference and knew 
that during such a forum ’it 
would be necessary to dear up 
many questions in direct talks 


with IsraeL” 

Syria, a dose Soviet airy, is 
among Israel's most formidable 
and hardline Arab foes, and until 
now has staunchly opposed con- 
ciliatory moves toward the Jewish 
state. 

But Mr. Carter said that after 
nine hours of talks with Mr. 
Assad, he came away with the 
impression the Syrian leader had : 
grown “much more flexible about 
the possibilities for a peace con- 
ference.” 

He said Syria was also willing 
to give Jordan “a leading role 
among the Arabs in preparing the 
conference.” 

Egypt and Jordan are negotiat- 
ing the. convening of an interna- 
tional conference which would 


include the .'five- 
bers of theU. 
cil, Israel 
a Palestinian 
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Mr. Carter said efforts' to er-* 
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Israeli calls Secord’s testimony ‘nonsense’ 
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TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — 
Richard Secord’s testimony that 
an Israeli businessman gave the 
United States money for Nicara- 
guan rebels was “nonsense” 
aimed at Unking Israel to the 
contra affair, a source involved in 
the deal has said. 

The Israeli source told the 
Associated Press businessman AI 
Sdrwimmer never gave the Un- 
ited States $800,000. 

Secord, a retired U.S. Air 
Force major general, told a con- 
gressional panel Wednesday that 
Schwimmer allowed the United 
States free use of the money, 
which was left over from $1 mil- 
lion the Israelis put up for ship- 
ping arms to Iran. 

Gen. Secord did not make it 
dear whether it was Scbwimmer’s 
own money or funds contributed 
by the Israeli government. Israel 
has acknowledged it shipped 
U.S. -made weapons to Iran but 
denied any involvement witb die 
contras. 

The Israeli, who has first-hand 
knowledge of the affair but spoke 
to the AP on condition that be 
not be identified by name, said 
Schwimmer and two other 
Israelis involved m the initial 
stages of the deal did not make 


“any presents of $800,000.” 

He named the two as arms', 
dealer .Yaacov Nimrodi, and the 
former Israeli Foreign Ministry 
Director-General David Kiroche. 

“This is total nonsense. 
Schwimmer, Nimrodi and Kim- 
cfae did not distribute any pre- 
sents,” said the source. 

He did not refer to Anriram 
Nir, the premier's advisor on 
tenorism and the fourth Israeli 
known to have been involved in 
the deal. 

Gen. Secord also called the 
Israelis ‘joint-venture partners” 
in the arms deal. The Israeli 
source said Gen. Secord’s testi- 
mony was a sign that “they are 
trying to connect the Israelis with 
the contras.” 

“Let them continue the inves- 
tigation. Give them two - more 
days and you’ll see how they 
entangle themselves,” the Israeli 
said. 
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According to Gen. Secord, 
Schwimmer, then a special advi- 
sor to former Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, deposited $1 million 
in 1985 in a Swiss bank account 
-registered to Lake Resources Inc. 
The account was controlled by 
Gen. Second and his Iranian- born 
business partner Albert Hakim. 
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Pollard ‘faked regret’ to help his wife 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Con- 
victed American spy Jonathan 
Jay Pollard said he feigned regret 
over spying for Israel to win a 
lighter sentence for his wife, a 
newspaper reported Friday. 

His attorneys advised him to 
“show remorse if (his wife) Anne 
were to stand any chance at all of 
receiving probation,” Pollard 
wrote in a letter in March and 
published by the Jerusalem Post 
newspaper Friday. 

“Accordingly, I agreed to say 
things which burned my soul with 
shame hoping that by such cont- 
rived regret foe court’s apparent 
need for a moral victory over my 
convictions would be satisfied,” 
wrote Pollard, an American Jew. 

The letter was addressed to Dr. 
Julian Ungar-Sargon of Brook- 
line, Mass. , who began writing to 
Pollard in prison several mouths 
ago- 

The newspaper, which has pub- 
lished previous Pollard letters, 
did not say bow it obtained the 
one to Ungar-Saigon. 
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Pollard, 32, worked as a dvi- Pollard alro wit^foatRsrign^^ && 
lian navy analyst and was sent- Minister Shimon Peres an dPfr -m- 1 : ^ 
enced in March to life in prison fence Minister Yitzhak ^ 
for selling hundreds . at secret should “take a loug^hardjo^k^t-r 
American documents to Israel, the virtue of executive jre^onsr 
His wife was sentenced to five- -bility and^ draw titepropeMMoor vafins u 
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Pollard sharply criticised ^ The Pollard. affair is ^ 


American Jews for foiling to sup- vestigated by. two pands^— a 5l 
port him because be said they two-member commiuee 
reared U.S. public opinion. appointed by the governmefitafld ;. ^ ■ • 
Pollard had harsh words for a parliamentary subcomsnttee " 
Israeli leaders, and said he had headed by prominent LahdK_j^“-'“- : 
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In a related development, the * we sa 
Jerusalem Post published a pdH s peii^. 
which said 77 per cent of aff ?4ss fjra n . 
Israelis disapproved of foe way 
their government handled ^ : fr c 


been “thrown to the wolves. 
Pollard was arrested in Washing- 
ton in November 1985 after foe 
Israeli embassy in Washington 
refused to grant him asylum. 

Pollard reiterated allegations 
that top Israeli leaders knew ab- 
out his activities. He wrote he 
was “personally directed from the 
prime minister’s office.” 

Israeli Leaders have denied 
knowledge of his activities and said 
he was handled by a renegade spy 
ring operating out of foe Defence 
Ministry, The ring has since been 
dismantled. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 


* An art exhibition by Samer Obeidat 
and Issam Ai Sabah at *he Hoosuut 
Bank Gallery. 


FILM 


* “German Dbn for children entitled*' 
Aufruhr IM SchlaraffenlandT at 4J0 
p.m. at the Goethe Institute 


sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists torn most of the Mnslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19tirCntttiiy orientafia artists. Muma- 
zah,*Jabal Luwcflrdeh. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - 130 pan. and 3.00 pjn.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
630128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Qry. Amman. 
Opening boors 9.00 a.m--4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. TeL 664240. 


VIDEO 


SERVICE CLUBS 


“Borges" at 4:00 p.m. at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 6610267 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cuituia] Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Lhrii . of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


I fern Amman Ctab. Meetings even 
first and third Wednesday at tire Holi- 
day Itm, 130 pan. 

Lions Ph ila delp h ia Cbb. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO p.m. 
RtBadeteUa Ratary CM». Meetings 
every Wednesday a! the Holiday Inn. 
1J0 p.m. 

Rotary CM. Meetings every Tuesday 
at (be Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 


p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. S16S34. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


“ Childr en's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3 JO p.m - 6:0u 
pm- Closed on Friday. 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and /crash (4th io ISih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a jn.-5 p.m. 
Ycar-iound. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Arebaeoiogkwl Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jaba) A] Qal'a 
(Citadel HiQ). Opening hours; 9.00 
a.m. -5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gtflcry: Contain* a 
coflection of paintings, ceramics, and 


St- Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of the Aanandatiaa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwdbdeb, Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757 
Tcrmanla Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwetbdefa. mass in Indian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Chureh of the Anunadatioo (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church «d the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Td. 678906. 
Armenian Catbafc Chureh Ashrafirt. 
Td 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 

fieh. TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortbo- 
tkw) Ashrafich. Td. 771751. 

Aram lafenmtfNal Church (Imer- 
denominnikaul): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, Td. 

Ensgdk*J Lmbtrm CM Jabal 
'Vhown. 6fh Ciide, (Rev. N. Smir) 
Td. 811295. h 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


7 7ns information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

•4*5 Istanbul, Belgrade (JU) 

*c20 Frankfurt (LH) 

08*0 Cairo, London (BAl 

13J0 Cairo (MS) 

15J5 Kuwait (KU) 

16^5 Kuwait (LNl 

17^8 Riyadh (SV) 

18 J0 Bagdad (IA) 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

04:15 Si n g a pore. Kuala Lompur (RJ) 

•5^5 Sana'a (RJ) 

1«0 Aqaba (RJ) 

lfc2* Cairo (RJ) 

163# Karachi, Dubai (RJ> 

10c39 Damascus (RJ) 

11# Dhahrau. Kuwait (RJ) 

HtiB Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

1^00 LaraacafRJl 

1 8dfl Cairo (RJ) 

1&25 New York, Vienna (RJ) 

19^5 .... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

20^0 Tripoli (RJ) 

6Z.-60 Baghdad (RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Thursday rates 

Local sehfbuy rates in fib 

Belgian frane 89 31 903 

Dutch guilder 164 3/ 166 

French frane S5.4/ 56 

Italian bra 25.8/ 26.1 

Japanese yea (for 100) 236.1/ 238 7 

Swedish crown 52.9/ 53.4 

Swiss rnmc 225.7/ 228.1 

U.K. sterling pound 550.7/ 558.2 

U.S. dollar 328.7/ 331.5 

W. German mark 185 31 187 3 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tecminai Z) 


02:45 

12J5 

1405 

15:45 

16:10 

1730 

18J0 

20:10 

00-^5 


Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

Cairo (MSI 

Kuwait (KU) 

Tripoli (LN) 

Riyadh fSV) 

Baghdad (IA) 

Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

Frankfurt (LH) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:11 


LL32 


16:12 


19-24 


20-J3 



WEATHER 


-DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(tarmlnal 1) 


Buhetia supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


07:45 . 
12.-06 . 

12.-00 

12:45 
IMS 
13:15 — 
14HM 

Ms» 

26-J6 

21 JO 

21:45 

2&00 
22 M 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Vienna. New YoilciRJ) 

TripoH(RJ) 

Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

Geneva, London (RJ) 

Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

Larnaca (Rl) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

.. Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


A gradual decrease in temperature is 
expected, with the appearance of some 
lewdonds. Winds wsil be north w e s ter- 
ly Instil. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly fresh and mim sea. 

MuAbax. "n 

Amman 12/24 

17/32 

I>CS«tt 13/36 

Jordan Vafley 17 / 3] 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30.4. Aqaba 37.7. Humidity r eat 


Pollster Hanocta Smith said it? 30 ! 0 "! 
was the highest disiqiivoval rate ^ 
he has ever measured on a fore- 
ign policy issue. The poll was-). ^ Ghat 
conducted between April t and ^id- 
April 19 among 1^200 people. §*,’ fre- ? 
The maigin of error is plos-miims ^ nactir 
3 per cent. : ■ - ■ dm 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 




EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


^■Gha 


Amman go* cr Borate 891228 

Amman uvil Defence 198, 199 

Ofl Defence libid .... 271293^273131 

Ctvfl Defence Q u w e i s uieh 770733 

Gvil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambutancs 193,775111 

Amman downto wn fire brigade .... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank — 778303 

Civil Defence rescue «... 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Fofice headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 89639W1 

Etectric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water oonutiatnls 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (P8J5333W60 


Jordan Television ..... 773 Ll/19 

Ratfio Jordan u- 774111/19 

Ministxy of Tourism 642311 

. Hotel complaints — 1-. 666412 

Price comphtists 661 176" 

Telephone Infor mation ...... 12 

Jordan md Middle East caBs W 

Overseas ca8s — J7 

Repair service 


NIGHT DUTY: 


AMMAN* ..vi'-Vv'- 

Dr. Tayseer Khadcr 606857 

Dr. Isa Abcr Haider - ...... 637123 

Dr. Abdul HacSTayyem 620115 

Dr. Anwar AI Haf ■.. > .;_^..;.-77M30 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 
Kha&fi Maternity. J. Asm. 
Akfleb Maternity, J. Amu. . 
Jabal Amman Maternity _ - .. 
MaDus, J. Amman 
Palestine. S tunosan i ....... 

Shmeisani HospitaJ 

Umversity Hoqrital 

AI-Muasher Hospital ; 

The Islamic. Ab«li 

AbAMLAbdaH 

Italian. AKMuhajnen 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 

Anny, Marks 

Queen A5a Hospital 
Amal Hospital 


.813813/32 
644281/5 
~ 642441/2 

— 64Z362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
._ 669131 
845845/65 

> 667227/9 
666127/37 

— 664164/6 
.777101/3 
77511D26 
8916U/15 
60224050 

— 674155 


AI Salam Pharmacy L.^'. 
Ndnrakh Pharmacy,^. 

Saheb p hmnay - ' : 

KbaMpharmacy ^ .. 

Tkas pharmacy 
Hinnawi pharmacy 
AlFerdowspharmaqr 

TAXIS: 

■ AI Wahdaudti --- 
KhahJoontan 

. Ahfl taxi .... xu. 


..636730 

..723672 

668056 

-~J79£i 

661502 

:;78iS36 

X:*- 


,641183 


^.«Zf07> 


DtnmoiBX] 
Mashhourtaxi 


_£WWg 

„845lffl. 




IRBlDr - -> 

Dr. Abdnl Majced Sahuhm .^-1115390 


AI Farpfaamuqr. f-*?, 

AiSbara’a pharmacy 




MARKET PRICES 





Banana (Mukunmarj . 

Beaus (load) - 

Broad beans .... 

Beetroot ..j 


Carrot (yefcw) 
GnSfidwer „ 


Cnemben ... 



— 380/340 
......350/300 

v„-MO/-240i 
,....= 3287260 

..~ 100 A 70 
— ■ 

wo /-TO 
'80 /So 
90/ 6ft 

...... 130/ 90 

180/140 

-....200/150 
„ 250/ ISO 


. .Mallow 

ns (ououimoatO 
icer/bot) 






A'-. - ^ -A- V'-L.* , 





?Tt 


M 






i^db; 



2 
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fyh&alth series 


to 

conupinjicatiods 
cjfox: ciritd ’ survival, 
i^TJSAID-pess j &- 



r-.™ ; signed by'. 
, director Of . 

Reade . USAID 

. V - ' "f . . ' . " 

;• iW^t3HsAfIIl:>ias . corn niit ted 

'venture/-" inclnauig^t^chivical 


X&w^M-r’hiuiih. 

JninwbV' :• '"Such" topics may '"cover de- 
with hydrationAnarrboea] disease pre- 
^ ■-■ i ventionj bneastf eeding and family 
planning, respiratory diseases, 
dhlW pfety and problems of 
: sanitetiqn. Also, people will be 
trained as health educators to 
, carry :oot the programme. 

Although USAID'S financing 
: UealthCom projects in 17 coun- 
tries, Jordan is the first Arab 
country to participate in the prog- 
ramme. Locally, the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation will contri- 
bute $90,000 for personnel and 
otbcrcosts. Dr. Sima Baboutb 
has been designated as project 
director. 


Tins programme .will encour- 
... „ age coloration among a number 

Ed ■ in . of private voluntary organisations 
Wa shm g to n ^.C. The; project’s as well asjgpvemmentS agencies. 
“ kii '^iye Is : to promote Special emphasis wflT be placed 
h^lth by OTOdadng ■ on coordination with the Ministry 
. programmes for T.V; and of Health, which has given its 
riufioV on the “topics dt family ' support to pie project. 


Earners for Third World 


AMMAN (LX.) — . ’Hnrcf World 
nations sboiridcon^er jeaning 
" with neighbouring stafes to forin 
regional carjicrstiiat-wcrald have 
y greater^ resources and larger inaj- 
r kots tiianjaed^SBg carriers created 
for nationahstic reasons, Royal 
Jordanian Chairman AH 
Ohancknir said ffcas week. - - * 

KlrOhan the 

Intcmation -i ■ Aviation Qnb in 
.. Wash^g^p^ JD.G^ praisedthe 
wori«Jwide‘move?ieJit toward air- 
‘liiieprivatisa^tHi ahcfU.S. airline 
; . deregu fo t ip n as models, for others 
to emulate; He noted that some 
protections must remain for car- 

■’ • rierg 'rm fWnntf mnftM 'fhirf arc ' 

less price^lasti^ such ^s tbose 
^seivug( developing nations. 1 

T6fe Thirff Wo^l, ' Mr:' Ghan- ■ 
" ckmr smd, : “must be made to 

S^ijigr effarty^ 0 ^ 

. past, su^as ’Seatodinawa and the 
TJ.5f. ,bave rfeid off weH,hesaid. 

Carrif^^Third World coun- 
triesofien.afe “crippled before 
they start to walk 1 ’by undercapi- 
tafeatlofi , pOoriy de fine d objec- 
tives; 'inadequately' trained staff; 
and an -ambignems relationship 
wjth Jbejr govenHiKiitS. Debt- 

-^st#ta&ne; 

. for jeafnoi to 

fafchistry^s t^cKc^'riatiire, he said, b 

Cameismdevelopmg nations 
T often fiM themsetyra'withootthe 
f cash .fknr {O' , modernise their 
• ; fleets, placing them at a comped-, 
five disadvantage/Mr. Ghandouf 
' saHi^Govemmeote tnay force the 
.earner-, to serve unp r ofit able 
nnites for political ..reasons, 
worsening their financial prob- 
lem. ; IATA has fetoed with sane 
of the difiBcohies -by creating in 
1980 a task force- for these air- 
Sn^conce n tTatingon staff traih- 
3fo said. ■ . 

vAv&i&ptivatBation is a <k pcsi- 
Ghandouf said,. 
' /aptmg that it can 'widen airlines’ 
r _**firiattdal base," free them from. 
: ;^acieaiicratic practices,” im- 
prove staff moral thiotigk:eguity 
^ownership, and “set profitability 
. ffi Jhe. imfcx of success. -V .; 

Airimes with fewer ties to their 
^ goyenments,' Mr. Gbandour said. 


win find it easier to enter into 
' comfanations with other carriers 
that benefit both parties, either 
through mergers or joint ven- 
tures, such as the recent agree- 
ment on technical cooperation 
and work sharing between Malay- 
sian Airline System and Thai 
: International. 

He said consolidation of the 
U.S. industry is virtually com- 
plete, with the “political mood* 1 
m Washington, D.C. likely to 
prevent further concentration. 
..He predicted that within 18 
months, a U.S. carrier will 
attempt to birr a foreign airline 
and that the European industry 
will be consolidated into five 
.major airlines 

Some airlines and countries, 
however, are fighting the move- 
ments toward Hberabsatiou and 
privatisation, continuing “to 
tread along old weary ways on a 
path fraught with danger,” be 
said. 

• Mr. Ghandour said some Euro- 
pean carriers in particular have 
resented ami resisted changes in 
the wo r ld wide aviation regime. 
“They were happy with the “safe- 
ly net* provided by the old reg- 
tberweakand 
^lfoes^but the tide. 
_ tpward liberalisation Could bbt be ' 
-.stemmed,” he said. “Tfustbus-. 
teis” within the European Com- 
munity^ encountering o p po si t i on 
from airlines that saw several 
U^. carriers go bankrupt, are 
pressiiq; for “the best near-dereg- 
nlation they can politically hope 
for,” that is: 25% of routes be- 
tween two countries protected for 
their airlines, and 75% open to 
competition. 

Mr. Gbandour said he hoped 
that developing nations would 
place the economic importance of 
a strong an transportation system 
above nationalistic concerns for 
having their own airline. 

While generalisations are diffi- 
cult, Third World nations typical- 
ly axe producers of materials sub- 
ject to changes in world prices. In 
many nations, armed conflicts are 
diverting attention from econo- 
mic growth, he said. 



Mr. Helmut Kotin, president of SOS Chfldren’s 
Village Association, presents emblem and key to the 


village to Their Majesties King Hussein and Qneen 
Noor (Petra photo) 


King and Queen inaugurate home 
for orphaned, abandoned children 


By Nqwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — No sadness or bit- 
terness could be found in the eyes 
of the orphans and abandoned 
children as they sang and danced 
at the official opening of die first 
SOS Children’s Village in Jordan. ’ 
Inaugurating the village Thurs- 
day were Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor; the 
Queen is the honorary chairman 
of the SOS Children Villages 
association in Jordan. Several 
senior Jordanian officials and 
president of the Austria-based 
SOS Children's Village, Helmut 
Kutrn, also attended the opening 
ceremonies during which short 
speeches were delivered by Mr. 
Jafar Tukan, board president of 
the SOS Children’s Villages 
Association of Jordan, Mrs. 
In’am Al Mufti, director of the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation, 
and Mr. Kotin. Later, Mr. Kutrn 
presented Their Majesties with 
an emblem and key cif the village 
and commemorative stamps. 

After the presentation, His 
Majesty King Hussein addressed 
journalists saying that the de- 
velopment of die youth is vital for 
the development of the country. 
“Ibis village is a landmark, ana I 
am very grateful for those who 
have worked to make this dream 

a reality.” 

TheEngsaidthatcMdren are 
the foture-and -it is a duty to., 
“ p repar e them to meet the chal~i, 
toiges of life that await them,” in 
order to live a happier and more 
stable life. 

The SOS village which houses 
orphans and abandoned children, 
ages one to 11 in a family 
oriented atmosphere, is one of 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
projects for child development. 

Qneen Noor first contacted 
then Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky about establishing a vil- 
lage in Jordan in 1982. The fol- 
lowing year, an agreement be- 
tween Jordan and SOS Kinder- 
dorf International to start a SOS 
Children's Village in Jordan was 
signed. 

AH Krayim Construction Com- 
pany started work in Sept. 1984, 
and a month later Queen Noor 
laid the cornerstone of the village 
in the presence of Herman 
Gmeiner, the founder of SOS 


Childiren’s Villages. Professor 
Gmeiner died last year in his 
home country of Austria, where 
he established the first SOS Chil- 
dren’s Village 36 years ago. 

The village was completed in 
Feb. 1986; it received the first 
children in May the same year. 
The official inauguration held on 
Thursday made the Amman SOS 
Children's Village number 14 in 
the Arab World and number 250 
worldwide. 

Designed by Jafar Tukan and 
Partners, the village provides a 
healthy and warm atmosphere for 
the 43 children presently living at 
the village. It can accommodate a 
maximum of 90 children. 

Nine family bouses have been* 
built on 33 dunums of land lo- 
cated near the town of Tareq; the 
land was provided by tire Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces. Each home 
is an independent unit with its 
own garden. Each one storey 
bouse consists of three bedrooms, 
each with three beds, one master 
bedroom, a large bathroom with 
double sinks, showers and toQets. 
a spacious red and white kitchen, 
a living and dining room, and 
small storage and laundry rooms. 

Colourful curtains decorate, 
wide windows. Simple and sturdy* 
furniture caters to the needs of 
the children. A balcony over- 
looks one of the playgrounds or 
greenery. 

•One of the seven “mothers,” 
— women provide care' fof ’the 
children — Shahera lives with six 
children. She told the Jordan 
Times that she considers these 
children as her own.” I used to be 
mother and I have so much love 
and kindness to give these chil- 
dren,” said Shahera. Shahera di- 
vorced and no longer has custody 
of her children. 

She fulfills the qualifications of 
“mother,” since she is angle and 
between the ages of 30 and 40. *7 
am much happier now. I have frill 
freedom in my home; all the 
mothers are like asters. Most 
importantly, the children accept 
^us as their mothers,” said 
Shahera who has been living at 
the village for three months. 

All the mothers receive a salary 
of JD 100 per month and a food 
allowance of JD 15 for each child. 
Every ten days, the mother has a 
day off, if she wants it, during 
which one of the four “aunts” 


takes care of the children. Other 
employees include the village 
director, mother supervisor, 
secretary, accountant, mainte- 
nance man, driver and gardener. 
The staff members are all local 
except for the baker, who is a 
German. 

The village includes a bakery, 
kindergarten, supermarket, an 
administration building and a 
director house. The bakery serves 
not only < the SOS village and 
surrounding community, but 
hotels and supermarkets m Am- 
man as well. It provides an in- 
come for the SOS village with 
plans to give training for the 
children in the future. 

At present the children either 
attend the government school in 
the municipality or, if they are 
between the ages of 3 to 6, attend 
the village’s kindergarten. Mrs. 
Amal Sajdi, vice president of the 
board of the SOS Children’s Vil- 
lages Association of Jordan, said 
that there are plans to build a 
primary and secondary school in 
die near future. 

The children expressed satis- 
faction with their new surround- 
ings. All are referred by the 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development They qualify to 
.live at the village if they are 
without parents, if their mother 
has a mental or physical hand- 
icap, or if they have been aban- 
doned by both parents. The child 
>ian HveaHhe village iintiftbe age 
fof 18. 

Ten-year-old Nisrin said that 
she feels that her adopted mother 
is her real mother. “We help our 
mother with the younger chil- 
dren, in cleaning the bouse,” she 
said. 

‘7 am very happy here. I go to 
.school, play with my friends, and 
I am even given a daily allowance 
which I buy biscuits with,” said 
Il-year-dd Muheba. 

‘The children have come to 
homes not to walls,” said Mr. 
Kutin. That is the most important 
.thing. 

The project was financed by 
private donations, primarily 
through the Herman Gmeiner 
German Fund, the German Chil- 
dren’s Villages Association. The 
village is further supported 
through donations and contribu- 
tions from the Jordanian com- 
munity. 


Jordan and Egypt to boost cooperation 


T;.^ppofoiiied from page 1) bilateral cooperation in agricul- 
ture and derided to increase tech- 
nical cooperation in agricultural 
statistics, marketing, grading and 
packing produce and in combat- 
ing pests affecting agricultural 
crops. They also decided to orga- 
nise training courses in the two 
countries during 1987 to raise tire 
skill of agricultural technicians 
and agronomists. They decided to 
up work on finalising a 
feasibility study for setting up a 
company that will produce agri- 
cultural seeds. 


countries during 1987 with either 

- ^cpimtiy selling goods worth $2 

. imTKfw i in. the other through such 
fens. Tbey aiso decided to make 
r v fmther studies for facilitating the 
entry of agricultural products into 
. r. either country. . 

-V : ; . ; Industry 

: ' " .The committee deckled to set 
np h technical committee at the 
7 ; highest possible level to hnndi 
coordination -and industrial in- 
tegration between Egypt and Jor- 
dart This should be preceded by 

- a geaeral industrial survey in each 
country and defining unified in- 


The two sides decided to hold a 
' ■ mrt gHr ng for a special technical 
committee in the coining month 
to speed up measures for 
launching joint industrial ven- 


. - - ■vVia. 1',*/"; . • 

.Jte fngiwwttflfi decided to un- 
exeentive programme 


Mining, oO and electricity 

The committee said that the 
Egyptian aide would dispatch a 
twain of engineers to obtain train- 
ing at the Al Hussein Thermal 
Power Station of Jordan and 
another team to discus equip- 
ment required for setting up a 
Jordanian laboratory for testing 
electrical appliances. 

The two rides will exchange 
studies and expertise in energy 
and solar energy and in pr oducin g 
energy from wind and will pursue 
ptam for linking the national 

* - TT_ > Tnnlan Thm 


general assessment of the opera- 
tions along this route and to 
introduce other facilities to prom- 
ote transport. 

The committee called on repre- 
sentatives of Jordan, Iraq and 
Egypt to meet to study practical 
steps to be taken for establishing 
an Arab navigational company 
grouping the three countries. 

The committee also decided to 
call a joint team representing the 
civil aviation authorities o £ Egypt 
and Jordan to meet and finalise 
agreement on considering flights 
between the two countries as 
internal flights so as to offer 
further exemptions for Egyptian 
and Jordanian nationals. The 
Egyptian ride said that it would 
speed up the process of transfer- 
ring frozen deposits owned by the 
Royal Jordanian airline to Jordan 
but it . said that a Jordanian- 
proposed shorter line linking 
Amman with Cairo would not be 
feasible for Egypt 

- Culture mid education 


ST&jmoting cooperation be- grids of Egypt ana Jordan. They 
-Egypt and Jordan in the also study the prospect of 


: jubicesg. inf j a rry» n g out their re- 
®P«tiye:';fiy&-year national de- 


manufacturing elect rical ap- 
pliances in the two countries. 


. the two coun- 
visits by spe- 
will exchange 
“*gNmat*on ^^yexpertise and 
TOl jWaMjbr jsrf^otber with the 
[fofthe five-year 



with 


. The committee recommended 
tirat the Egyptian ride define the 
number of seats for Jordanian 
students at Egyptian universities 
before the end of July 1987, and 
that both rides launch coopera- 
tion in computer education at 
g „, „j rM Jordaman and Egyptian schools. 

T*ct» it also recommended that the 

The committee said It noted acceptance of Jordanian students 
with satisfaction the progressive at Egyptian universities should be 
increase in the volume of traffic, done through the Jordanian 
along the Aqaba-Nwdbeh sea- Afimstiy of Education. 

latwt route, especially in the first . 

thre* months of 1987 winch wit- Tefeco mm i mira rions 

• nessed an increase in vehicle traf- • 

fic rather than passengers. The The committee noted with 
committee said a joint Jordaman- Mbsfaction the steps taken in 
eSSST transport committee bilking th= two countries’ tele- 

^^droovraesoon to make a phone networks. 


Low voter registration prompts 
ministry to open centres on Friday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Voter registration centres .for 
parliamentary Sections remained open throughout 
the country on Friday to enable the largest number 
of people to register. 

The measure was taken by the 
Ministry of Interior because most 
citizens have not been able yet to 
register. This is due to the centres 
being open only during office 
hours in week-days and closed in 
the afternoons. 

Amma n Governor Mohammad 
AH Al Amin made a tour of these 
offices on Thursday and urged 
citizens to register their names for 
the elections because .the registra- 
tion process ends on May 17. 

At a public meeting in Sahab, 
south of Amman, Mr. Amin said 
that voting is the right of every 
citizen, and vital for citizens to 
influence the making of laws in 
Jordan. 


Each citizen over 19 years-of- 
age has the right to register for 
elections, and can register at the 
nearest centre to ho me. or work, 
Mr. Amin said. 

He said that Sahab town and its 
neighbouring district has 17 cen- 
tres for people to register for 
elections. 

During the visit to Sahab, Mr. 
Amin also spoke about the gener- 
al social ana economic develop- 
ment in the area and said his visit 
was designed to generate discus- 
sion about public services with 
the local people. The govern- 
ment, he said, is keen to encour- 
age popular participation in local 
government. 


The governor also spoke about 
the five-year development plan 
and the responsibilities of special 
committees implementing the 
plan. 

District Governor of Sahab 
Mohammad Abu Shuwiemeh 
made a speech in which be out- 
lined the requests of the local 
population. 

Later, Mr. Amin toured the 
voter registration centres in 
Sahab and was told that 700 
people had registered in the first 
three days. 

Later, Mr. Amm and senior 
local officials visited the Sahab 
Industrial City and were briefed 
by Dr. AJi Suheiinat, director of 
the Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion, about incentives to be 
offered to companies to encour- 
age opening their business in the 
new city. 


Jordan utilises Red Cross to 
report on Israeli violations 


By Nermeen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — When Israelis damp 
down on Palestinians in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, Jordan im- 
mediately contacts the Interna- 
tional Red Cross to report on a 
Israeli violations, said Dr. 
Ahmad Abu Qoura, life-time 
president of the Committee of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent of 
Jordan. 

In a lecture delivered on Thurs- 
day at the Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority (JEA), Dr. Abu Qoura 
discussed international humanita- 
rian law, and Israel's disregard 
for it. According to him, Israel 
signed the law in 1951 but stop- 
ped implementing it after the 
1967 Arab- Israeli war, especially 
the fourth Geneva convention,, 
signed in 1949, which stipulates 
protection for the civilians in any 
occupied country. 

Arab countries who, according 
to Dr. Abu Qoura, could appeal 
for help to the Swiss-based inter- 
national committee, in im- 
plementing civilian protection in 
the occupied West Bank, have 
refused to take any such mea- 
sures since it would be “like 
recognising the state of Israel,” 
tie said. 

Dr. Abu Qoura discussed some 
Red Cross' reports which indicate 
the inhumane activities of the. 
occupation authorities in the 
West Bank. But, he said, “the 
Red Cross, for reasons of their 
own, will not publish these re- 
ports.” He added that the “secur- 
ity of the citizens in the occupied 
areas could be jeopardised if the 
contents of these reports were 
published.” 

“The humanitarian law is there 
to ensure peace,” Dr. Abu Qoura 
said. The, main aim of the Inter- 
national Red' Cross and Red 
Crescent is to “educate people 
about the law, and their inherent 
rights through it, especially 
now,” be said. 

There are now four Geneva 
conventions, adopted on 12 Au- 
gust, 1949. The first protects 
wounded and sick of armed 
forces personnel on land as well 
as medical personnel; the second 
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Dr. Ahmad Abu Qoura, president of the Red Cross and Red Crescnt 
societies in Jordan, delivers a lecture on international himwHiwu i 
law at the Jordan Electricity Authority on Thursday (Petra photo) 


protects die same categories of 
people at sea, as well as the 
shipwrecked; the third restricts 
the treatment of prisoners of war, 
.and the fourth protects civilians 
in time of war. 

According to Dr. Abu Qoura, 
there are two additional protocols 
to the conventions, signed in June 
1977, for the protection of victims 
in international armed conflicts 
and in non-international armed 
conflicts. But he added that “the. 
United States refused to sign the 
last two protocols,'' claiming that 
the 2nd protocol interfere in in- 
ternal problems of other states. 

Dr. 1 tuwaffaq Al Fawwaz, 
secretary general of the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society, discussed 
the achievements of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent. He also 
discussed the different agencies 
and services, which includes the 
International Committee of the 
Tied Cross (ICRC) standing com- 
mission, League of Red Cross 
Societies and the international 
conference of the Red Gross. 

History of hmnirnitariaii 
organisations 

The Red Cross was founded in 
1863 by Henry Dunacnt, a Swiss 


businessman, who after witnes- 
sing die SoHeroio War between 
Italy, France and Austria-Hun- 
gary, was so overwhelmed by the 
suffering endured that he estab- 
lished a relief mission which later 
gained international recognition. 

The Red Crescent was estab- 
lished in 1876 during the war 
between the Ottoman Empire 
and Russia. The Ottoman sol- 
diers, predominantly Muslims, 
refused to ride in cars which 
carried the Red Cross sign. As a 
result, the Ottoman Empire 
asked that the Red Crescent be 
recognised as an international 
sign. After long debate and 
strong opposition from other 
countries, the Red Crescent was 
accepted. 

The two organisations were 
combined under the League of 
Red Cross Societies in 1919. The 
league assumes the statutory re- 
sponsibilities in the field of refief 
to victims of natural disasters and 
to refugees and civilian popula- 
tions who may be displaced or 
exposed to abnormal hardship . 
The league cannot take sides m 
hostilities of engage in con- 
troversies of a political, racial, 
religious or ideological nature. 


Egypt remains a party to talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Israel is still divided within it- 
self; there are two currents; one 
supporting the conference 
headed by (Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon) Feres; and the opposite 
current which considers the idea a 
surrender.” 

Dr. Abdul Megnid told jour- 
nalists that Egypt was still “wait-, 
mg for the final Israeli poation.” 
.He said Egypt bad to wait and see 
whether the Israeli cabinet would, 
accept or reject the conference; 
whether the coalition government 
would continue to exist or not 
and whether there would be 
general elections in 'Israel. “All 
these are elements beyond our 
control,” he said. 

On egypt's relations with the 
PLO in the wake of the Algiers 
Palestine National Council meet- 
ing and the Egyptian decision to 
dose PLO offices in Cairo, the 
Egyptian premier re fe rred the 


PLO’s rejection of United Na- 
tions Resolutions 242 and 338 and 
said was tantamount to rejecting 
the international conference. The 
PNC rejected Resolution 242 on 
its own as tile basis for peace 
negotiations, but supported the 
peace conference ana the PLO’s 
participation in the proposed con- 
ference as a separate delegation. 
The PNC passed a resolution 
saying die PLO would “come 
closer to Egypt as much as Egypt 
gets away from the Camp David 
peace treaty.” Dr. Sedki said this 
PNC resolution was “a shock” 
and that its implications 
amounted to: “an insult,” 

Asked whether, in the event of 
a continued PLO rejection of 
242, Egypt would approve a con- 
ference without PLO participa- 
tion, ~ Dr. Sedki said: “If the 
organisation was invited and it 
did not attend, I would dread that 
(situation). 


Arafat to send Wazir to Syria 


■ (Conthraed from page 1) 

people,” said Dr. Habash. 

Mr. Arafat said recently he was 
willing to meet with “any” Israeli 
leader to discuss fanning a bi- 
national Arab-Jewisb state in 
Palestine. 

Asked about his meeting with 
the Syrian leader. Dr. Habash 
said : ‘7 am very gjad that Presi- 
dent Assad considers the results 
achieved in Algiers a positive, 
step. As for relations between 
Syria and the FLO, I understood 
from the president that this will 
depend on the practices of the 
PLO leadership in the next few 
months,” 


He did not elaborate on this 
remark. 

Dr. Habash said reunification 
of the PLO was “incomplete and 
limited as long as relations be- 
tween Syria and the PLO are not 
normalised. This is our most im- 
mediate and most urgent task.” 

There have been reports that 
Nayef Hawatmeh, bead of die 
DFLP,. is among PLO leaders 
who ate not welcome in 
Damascus. 

Asked about the possibility of 
Mr. Hawatmeh or other radicals 
returning to Syria, Dr. Hamash 
was cautions, saying “I discussed 
that with President Assad and I 
am hoping that the outcome will 
be poative.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Mohammad conveys condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of IBs Majesty King Hussein, Friday 
deputised Turin" Al Khreisha, director of his office, to convey bos 
condolences to Al Ajaimeh tribes over the death of the late 
Muti’b Al Shah wan. 

Housing Corporation distributes Irbid 
units 

IRBID (Petra) — The Housing Corporation distributed 150 
housing units in Um Qais in Irbid Goveruoraie to be ne fi ci aries 
from the govemorate. The project includes two types of units, 
one with an area of 65 sq.m., and the other with 106 sq.m. Price of 
the first type is JD 7,500; the monthly instalment is JD 46.5. The 
price of the second type is JD 12,000; the monthly instalment is 
JD 74.3. 

Communications minister fills in for 
Hamze h 

AMMAN (Petra) — A royal decree has been issued endorsing the 
appointment of Communication Minister Mulneddine Al Hus- 
seini as minister of health, during the absence of Dr. Zaid 
Hamzeh abroad. Dr. Hamzeh is in Geneva to head meetings of 
the World Health Assembly. 

Meteorology Department to attend WMO 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Meteorology Department will take part 
in the meetings of the World Meteorology Organisation (WMO) 
general assembly which will open today in Geneva. The general 
assembly will discuss the organisation’s working plan and general 
budget for this year. The Meteorology Department Director 
General Dr. AH Abanda will represent the department in the 
19-day meetings. 

Man convicted of embezzlement 

AMMAN (Petra) — r ihe military governor has endorsed the 
military court's verdict, c o nvi c tin g Samir Mohammad Hassan 
with embezzlement of public funds and sentencing fasn to ax 
mouths in prison. 


Salt completes 
work on 
cultural centre 

SALT (Petra) — The Salt De- 
velopment Corporation (SDC) 
announced that it has competed 
work on constructing a cultural 
centre in Saltl 

The centre wifi open its do?rs 
for the public in 1987. 

The project has been financed 
by the Friends of Salt Society in 
Kuwait at the cost of JD 2 mil- 
lion, according to Mr. Azzam 
Abu Azzam, SDC executive 
director. 

He said that the txntre will 
offer cultural and social services, 
as well as housing a museum, a 
multi-purpose haH, a public lib- 
rary, a car park, and essential 
services. 

The centre, which was con- 
structed in traditional Islamic: 
style, also has a handicraft-centre 
which will offer tr aining to local 
people, Mr. Azzam pointed out. 


Minister to open 
technical 
training class 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
-Higher Education Nassereddme 
■Al Assad will today open an Arab 
training course on the develo ping 
curricula in technical education at 
the Amman Polytechnic College. 
i The course has been organised 
by the Arab Union of Technical 
Education in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Higher F Aii^% | 
and the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 
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Friday's 


AJ Rai: A step on the right direction 


JORDAN and Egypt Thursday signed the minutes of their 
joint higher committee meerings. pieadging to go ahead with 
plans to~ further boost their bila'ieraJ cooperation and agreeing 
on holding yet another meeting in this respect in Cairo. The 
signing of the minutes came at the end of fruitful efforts and 
serious discussions by the committee which is determined to 
forge ahead with plans designed to increase joint endeavours 
in the fields of agriculture" trade, industry, transport, man- 
power. tourism, health and telecommunications. The sixth 
committee meetings in Amman proved that Egypt and Jordan 
have succeeded in adding one more step towards strengthen- 
ing inter-Arab relations and bolstering joint Arab action. This 
endeavour is aimed at serving the interests of peoples in both 
countries and prompting development. Indeed the results of 
the .netting in Amman constitute a source of pride for 
Jordanians and Egyptians alike because they are keen on 
broadening cooperation and strengthening the economy of the 
Arab World. 


AJ Dustour: Ideal integration 


THE Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Committee has ended 
meetings in Amman and signed minutes that dearly point to 
the direction of further prosperity. The two sides in the 
committee are quite satisfied with the results of the meetings 
because they see in them another step forward towards a 
better future for both countries. We regard coordination 
between the two countries at this high level as a means of 
fusing economic, social and political integration among Arab 
states. The method for integration is ideal and should attract 
other .Arab countries. The minutes signed Thursday reflect the 
determination of both sides to go ahead with plans for 
implementing projects and for continuing the endeavour for 
serving the peoples of Egypt and Jordan in every domain. The 
Amman meeting came amidst continuing state of disarray 
among Arab countries and a weakness characterising the Arab 
Nation, which dearly sen'es the purpose of the common 
enemy. The leaderships in Amman and Cairo have realised 
the need for fusing dose cooperation in the face of the 
common dangers and as an essential step in the absence of real 
solidarity among the Arab countries. 


Saw? AI Shaab : Towards more prosperity 


THE sixth meeting of the Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee ended in Amman on Thursday with the signing of 
minutes of deliberations and a pledge for further serious 
efforts towards the achievement of more prosperity for both 
countries. The two sides have achieved progress towards the 
integration of Egypt and Jordan in economic, social and 
political fields and have bid down sound plans for closer 
cooperation in agriculture, mining, energy, electricity and 
other fields. They decided on steps to be taken for strengthen- 
ing bilateral cooperation in transport, culture, telecom- 
munications and tourism and drew the breadlines for con- 
tinuing cooperation in manpower and social affairs. The 
meeting in Amman has enabled the two sides to make a 
general reassessment of the past achievements and to decide 
on steps for the future. This meeting genuinely reflected the 
desire on both sides to go ahead with measures that can best 
serve the interests of the two countries. 


Thursday's 


Al Ra'i: The illusion of coexistence 


THE most escalation of attacks by Zionist extremists on the 
Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories represent a 
serious and dangerous development pointing to the fact that 
the Arabs and The Israelis cannot actually coexist in peace. 
This coexistence can never be achieved as long as the Israelis 
continue to occupy and usurp Arab land and deny the Arab 
population their legitimate rights. There is no doubt that the 
Israeli settlers, now occupying Arab land from a terrorist force 
set up to evict the Arab people from their homeland by force 
and if necessary by liquidating them completely. The recent 
events in Qalqilya and the wide-scale damage to property the 
Israelis caused in the town stand out as the best proof of this 
conviction. It is ciear to the whole world th3t the Arab people 
under Israeli rule are continuously facing a war of genocide, 
waged against them by the common enemy of the Arabs, and 
they have nothing to repel aggression with except stones and 
hands and a strong will for resistance and steadfastness. It is 
an ugly war being waged on the Arab people who have 
become convinced "that Israeli propaganda about the prospects 
of peaceful coexistence is nothing but an illusion. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Violence breeds violence 


THE Israeli air raids on south Lebanon and on Sidon in 
particular were aimed to shake the faith of the Lebanese and 
Palestinian residents and to force them to capitulate. The raids 
were also designed to blow up the strong will of resistance 
which confronts the Israelis and prevents them from achieving 
their ambitions in south Lebanon. Perhaps the Israelis want 
the Lebanese to abandon their drive to liberate their usurped 
territory in the south, and perhaps they also want the 
Palestinians to abandon their plans for launching resistance 
activity on the invading forces. But it is rather impossible for 
Israel to achieve its dreams through repeated military strikes 
on the south. It will not be easy to destroy the wall of 
resistance, and therefore Israel should realise that violence 
can only bege* violence and more resistance. If the Israelis 
pursue these methods in dealing with the people of south 
Lebanon, they will end up facing the same outcome and the 
r * rU *- 1 they raced after their I9S2 invasion of Lebanon. 


Dengism: China’s second revolution 
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THE People’s Republic of China’s (PRC) declaration of itself as 
part of the Third World emanates from its desire to emphasise its 
strict adherence to the Bandung principles, particularly the 
principle of peaceful coexistence between nations of different 
socio-political systems. In his speech at the Jordan World Affairs 
Council in Amman, China’s ambassador, ■ Mr. Zhang Zben, 
repeatedly stressed this theme which, he says, forms the framework 
within which China's dealings with the outside world are based. It is 
against this background, the ambassador emphasised, that China 
supports the legitimate rights of the Palestinians, and a peaceful, 
but honourable and just resolution of rhe Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Denying that China has supplied Iran with arms, or that it will 
exchange diplomatic relations with Israel until the latter concludes 
an honourable peace with the Arabs, the ambassador indicated that 
only non-official Israelis have visited China participating in 
conferences or on non-official missions. 

Particularly since the death of Mao Tse Tung in 1976, China has 
pursued an active foreign policy whose major hallmark has been 
greater flexibility and pragmatism than ever before. With the 
assumption of Deng Xiao Ping to power in 1978, the theme of 
peaceful coexistence has been expanded to include the internal 
political and economic scenes as well. The external flexibility 
portrayed itself in China's conclusion of the treaties with Britain in 
1984, and Portugal in 1987, regulating the terms under which the 
territories of Hong Kong and Macao will be returned to China in 
1997 and 1999 respectively. China has also been constantly trying to 
get Taiwan to commence negotiations that may lead to uniting the 
two Chinas. It succeeded in concluding the agreements over Hong 
Kong and Macao under the principles of “one state two systems”: a 


principle with which it hopes also to lure the Taiwan government to 
negotiations. It should be pointed out here that both Peking and 
Taipei insist there is only one China, each claiming to be its sole 
legitimate representative. 

This external flexibility on the part of Peking has demonstrated 
itself in its improved relations not only with the United States and 
the West in general, but with die Soviet Union as well. Improved 
relations with the United States commenced with the 1972 visit of 
then President Richard Nixon which resulted not only in an 
ideological detente but unproved trade and cultural relations as 
well. In 1985, China's trade with the United States totalled S7.7 
billion and nearly 17,000 Chinese students and scholars were 
studying in American colleges and universities. Chinese and Soviet 
envoys have been meeting with each other regularly and the level of 
tension between the two big powers, high since the early 1960’s, has 
relaxed measurably. 

The near-complete isolation that China imposed upon itself until 
the death of Mao Tse Tung in 1976 has been replaced by the 180 
degree turn-about “open-door” policy of the current leader, the 
pragmatic Deng. Deng's ‘Teforms” meaning changes have been 
termed the “second revolution” of China since the 1949 Communist 
Revolution. Indeed not only have they changed and continue to 
change China's politico-ideological and socio-economic landscape 
for a long time to come, but will perhaps prove to be the right 
approach to solving this colossal nation's problems. Only time will 
tell. For, such experiments as the one now under way in China 
cannot be judged accurately while in progress. 

Deng's reforms are based on his principle, “Learn from 
realities.” The objective realities of China today, or for that matter. 


those of any other country, change as the times themselves change. . 
They must, otherwise stagnation and backwardness wiH result. The 
spirit of Deng's thinking appeared in an article published in the 
December 7, 1984 issue of the People’s Daily; the unexpurgaied 
version swiftly “corrected'' in the following day’s edition. The 
article said, “Marx died 101 years ago ... we cannot expect the 
works of Marx and Lennin at that time to solve all the problems of 
today...” 

Hastily, many political commentators and analysts. Western in 
particular, concluded that China had abandoned Marxism-Lenin- 
ism, the Communist ideology. As the Chinese. leaders themselves 
later emphasised in both deed and thought, this was not the case. 
What China wants is the necessary external flejobility to conduct 
relations with systems of different ideologies without the rigidity 
and die purism of earlier Marxism and the internal flexibility from 
the iron-clad adherence to Marxist socio-economic thought. China, 
accepted the principle of “peaceful coexistence,” externally, at the 
Bandung conference in 1955. It was only logical that, sooner or 
later, it would apply the same principle internally. Incidentally, the 
introduction of the profit motive into communist economy was first 
initiated in the Soviet Union in 1966 by the Soviet economist, 
Alfred Liebertnan. Dengism is not a revolt against communism in 
as much as it is an experiment, an attempt to incorporate certain 
capitalist ideas like the profit motive into communist economics. 

Deng hopes to release the vast energies thus far lying dormant in 
China’s masses. It is also thus that the Maoist slogan, “Let One 
Hundred Flowers Bloom,” has been revived. Where it will all head, 
no one knows. On thing, however, is certain and that is that China 
was stagnating and in need of changes, these or others. 
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Middle East in the year 2000 




•t. 


The following is the full text of a speech by Mr. Ah Ghandour, the 
chairman of the board of Royal Jordanian, delivered before, the 
Middle East forum at the Centre for Strategic and International 
Studies . Georgetown University . Washington D.C. on ! 'April 24, 
1987. under the same headline. 


Thank you very much for inviting 
me to address" an important and 
prestigious gathering. It is an 
honour and a privilege as well as 
an apt opportunity that I did not 
wish to miss to communicate with 
you and to reach out beyond our 
present confines in the pursuit of 
a happier and more tranquil fu- 
ture. The foture. after all, is our 
common cause. 


The Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies at George- 
town University is known for 
generating strategic ideas that 
have strategic consequences, and 
its capacity and ability to deal 
with global issues are widely rec- 
ognised and acclaimed. The cen- 
tre, which is a recent creation, 
lives up to the great traditions of 
a great university. “There are few 
earthly things,” wrote John 


earthly things,” wrote John 
Masefield, “more splendid than a 
university.” In., these dayS^of 


university. • In., these daysL.;of 
broken frontiers and collapsing 
values — when every future looks 


somewhat grim, and every 
ancient foothold has become 


something of a quagmire, where- 
ver a university stands, it stands 
and shines; wherever it exists, the 
free minds of men, urged on to 
foil and fair inquiry, may still 
bring wisdom into human 
affairs.” 


“The Mideast in the Year 
2000,” is the theme for our dis- 
cussion this afternoon. When l 
chose my subject. I had not real- 
ised what I was in for. First and 
foremost, the turn of the century 
is only thirteen years away and I 
have therefore set myself a lime 
frame during which. God willing, 
we shall be around and account- 
able! In any event, looking into 
the future is a hazardous occupa- 
tion and l should perhaps have 
heeded Shakespeare's Macbeth: 


“If you can look into the seeds 
of time and say which grain will 
grow and which will not. speak 
then to me ..." 

And insofar as the mideast is 
concerned, the exercise is formid- 
able and foreboding, it is even 
frustrating and in the light of past 
records one is tempted *io give up 
the task even before it is attemp- 
ted. But because we hunger for 
hope and hope sustains life, we 
cannot give up in desperation. 
There therefore lies the challenge 
to address the issues and in the 
process of doing so I shall inexor- 
ably find myself treading, at the 
expense of repetition, over all 
■loo familiar grounds. In this re- 
spect Goethe comes to my aid as 
he had once said. "The truth 
requires constant repetition be- 
cause error is being preached 
about us all the time." 

Secondly, in coming face-to- 
face with such a formidable audi- 
ence as your eoodselves I should 
perhaps have reminded myself of 
three pieces of immortal advice 
from Winston Churchill: 


“Never try to walk up a wall 
that's ieanihg towards you ... 
Never try to kiss a person that’s 
leaning away from you ... And 
never speak to a group that 
knows more about a subject than 
you do." 

I have, I think, acquitted my- 
self well, particularly in my youn- 
ger days, on the first two pre- 
cepts. but I may be in danger of 
violating the third one today. 1 
therefore ask you to bear with 
me. I know that 1 can be sure of 
your sympathy, but I seek a little 
bit of undemanding too. 


Does the year 2000 in itself and 
by itself invoke any meaning 
beyond bidding farewell to one 
century and welcoming another? 
Is there any magic in if more lhan 
meets the eve? To me it evinces 


an element of fascination, a sense 
of nostalgia to an iU-forgotten 
past. At a time when the Arab is 
being portrayed in a most un- 
seemly manner and is being deni- 
grated in the most uncharitable 
terms, it is well to remember that 
the advent of those three zeros in 
the Roman calendar at the turn of 
the century will be a constant 
reminder to the young and the 
old of the Arabs' great sense of 
inventiveness and of the Arabs’ 
eternal legacy to mathematics. 
This recollection is not in itself 
important except to remind us 
that in the conduct of diplomacy 
and commerce amongst the na- 
tions of the world it is well to 
maintain a sense of history as well 
as a sense of proportion. Gaining 
insight with scholarly detachment 
into the minds, ways and habits of 
one another is central to broader 
understanding amongst the peo- 
ples tif Hid- world.- fsffcffl therefore 


ByAli Ghandour 


add insult to injury, together with 
the French redrew the map of the 
Middle East in a manner that 
satisfied their imperialist designs. 
And the Arabs who had re-- 
nounced Islamic unity under the 
Ottomans for the pursuit of Arab 
nationhood, ended up trading 
one obnoxious yoke for a more 
heinous one. Moreover, the 
Sykes- Picot agreement between. 
Britain and France which led to 
the aggrandisement as well as the 
Balkanization of the Middle East 
laid down the comes tone for the 
disintergratioa of the Arab Na- 
tion which led the famous 
Lebanese poet, Gibran Khalil 
Gibran who died in 1931, to 
prophetically lament, “Pity the 
nation divided into fragments, 
each fragment feeling itself a na- 
tion.” However, the clamour for 
Arab nationhood remained un- 
abated and was spear-headed by 
several national movements in 
the Levant in the early 1930’s. 
Obviously, Arab aspirations 
could nqt see the light while the 



Ah Ghandour 


speak from an Arab perspective 
and I trust you will find my 
remarks helpful. 


! Arab cotmtries reeled under fore- semi-official organ. It points to 
ign domination, but concepts 'President W.H. Taft as the in- 
took root and the momentum was itiator of the recent abrogation of 

the Russo- American (commerce 


The problem of the Mideast is 
no ordinary problem because the 
Mideast is no ordinary region. 
Historically, the Mideast, at rhe 
juncture of world communica- 
tions, was at the centre of world 
power rivaliy long before the 
Palestine question became a se- 
rious issue. The discovery of oil in 
abundant quantities has provided 
the world, prior to 1975, with a 
cheap energy source that was 
central to the development and 
well-being of Western societies, 
including Japan. For vital econo- 
mic and strategic considerations, 
the Mideast’s oil reserves added 
to the geopolitical significance of 
the region. The Mideast was des- 
tined to play a role thar it had not 
sought. The advent of Zionism 
and the creation of the stale of 
Israel in Palestine in 1948 added a 
new dimension to the region 
which had already been caught up 
between West-West and even- 
tually Easi-West rivalries. 

For the purpose of our discus- 
sion, I should divide the historical 
background to the Middle East 
question into two segments: A) 
The allied victory in 1918 to the 
defeat of Germany in 1945 and B J 
From the sun-enderof the British 
mandate over Palestine on May 
15. 1948 to the present day. I am 
fortunate that 1 am recalling, not 
writing history, because one is apt 
to be reminded of Voltaire's 
words that "History is a myth, 
written by each generation," an 
observation that is capable of 
gaining more poignancy all the 
time. Who would, for example, 
have thought that the Munich 
agreement could be presented in 
a different light from the tradi- 
tional one? A British histQrian 
has recent! v argued that Cham- 
berlain's “appeasement'" of Hit- 
ler provided Britain with a year- 
long breathing space to augment 
the production of the Spitfires 
that won the Battle of Britain. 
Now. whether the move was 
accidental or contrived. Neville 
Chamberlain is not around and 
the question will probably never 
be answered. 

Similarly, in the recent annals 
of the Middle East several ques- 
tions have been raised but no fair 
or adequate answers have been 
forthcoming.- Suffice it to say. 
that British duplicity was of the 
highest order having promised 
the Arabs one thing and the Jews 
another. The Sherif Hussein of 
Mecca. King Hussein's gre3t 
grand-father, was rewarded for 
his contribution to the allied war 
effort and the Arab revolt against 
the Ottoman empire by the Brit- 
ish reneging on their promises to 
him to support the establishment 
of Arab nationhood and as if to 


kept up. 


...because we hunger for hope and hope 
sustains life , we cannot give up in despera- 
tion . 


The end of the second world 
war in 1945 set the stage for 
unprecedented and unforetold 
developments: The British won 
the war but lost their dominance, 
the map of Eastern Europe was 
redrawn in favour of the Soviets. 
And the U.S. emerged as a major 
force in international affairs. The 
rest of the world saw independ- 
ence being granted to them, 
others through military struggle 
achieved sovereignty. 

The world looked up to Amer- 
ica for leaderships President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt ia his 
speech to the Congress on Janu- 
ary 6. 1941 enunciated his “four 
freedoms." There he had said 
that the postwar world order 
must be based on four essential 
freedoms — freedom of speech 
and expression, freedom of reli- 
gion, freedom from want, and 
freedom from fear — “every- 
where in the world.” I hate to say 
that FDR's vision of the world 
contrasts sharply with our sad 
world of today. 

In the Middle East theatre, 
Palestine became a dominant 
issue. Both Arabs and Jews, 
everywhere, demanded inde- 
pendence and the right to their 
own state. The British, worn out 
by the war and dependent on the 
U.S. for aid under the Marshall 
plan, succumbed to American 
pressures and abdicated their 
mandate over Palestine in 1948. 
the United Nations having voted 
for partition the year before. 
U.S. policy was not conditioned 
by philanthropy or pragmatism. 
President Truman was seeking 
election and had his eyes on the 
Jewish vote. 


and navigation) treaty of 1832, 
asserting that his action was due 
to the pressure of the Jewish 
bankers Messrs, Kuhn, Loeb & 
Co. and Messrs. Guggenheim 
Brothers, who made it a condi- 
tion for their assistance in sustain- 
ing bis candidature for re-election 
to the presidency that he should 
defend the interest of tbeir co- 
religionaires (whose U.S. pass- 
ports were not being honoured in 
Russia). The Duma win use urg- 
ence in examining a new bill for 
raising the customs dues upon 
American goods 100 per cent ad 
valorem, with a double tax upon 
navigation.” The language of the 
dispatch seems all too- familiar in 
the conduct of contemporary 
foreign policy. 


The surrender of the mandate 
and the emergence of the state of 
Israel, had neither addressed nor 
answered the Palestine question. 
In fact they created the Palesti- 
nian problem which tod ate re- 
mains the root cause of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. The "original sin" 
in the words of eminent Zionist, 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, was the 
“dispossession of the indigenous 
Arab inhabitants of Palestine to 
make way for the Jewish survi- 
vors of Hitler." 


The Iranian revolu- 
tion which is seen as 
the spearhead for 
Islamic fundamental- 
ism will continue to 
resonate but will not 
decide the future of 
the Middle East. The 
Arab-Israeli conflict 
will. 


The Arabs being the simple- 
tons they were, and probably still 
are, had a naive/ view, even 
Ordering on ignorance, of bow 
the American political system 
worked and still works — the 


pacts with the West across the 
Middle East were seen as an 
obstacle to the Arabs’ effort and 
were scrapped one by one. The 
Arabs, notably Egypt, Syria, and 
Iraq initially disenchanted and 
eventually frustrated with U.S. 
support for Israel, turned to the 
Soviet Union for help notwith- 
standing the deep ideological dif- 
ferences that separated the two. 


tiff* 


undue influence of special in- 
terests. The Arabs had not read 
history and failed to appreciate 
the forces they were contending 
with. To illustrate my point: The 
Herald Tribune of December 22, 
1911 reported from St. Peters- 
burg that “a sensational article 
was published (on December 22) 
in the ‘rontemporaiy review,’ a 


The creation of the state of 
Israel in the Arab midst for which 
the Soviets voted at the United 
Nations, provided Russia with a 
window of opportunity to adv- 
ance its own designs and to coun- 
teract U.S. strategic interests iti 
the region. The region was tran- 
quil for many years, but was is 
ferment and ready to be ex- 
ploited. 
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Leo Cherne, vice chairman of 
the president's foreign intelli- 
gence advisory board speaking at 
the International Gub on Febru- 
ary 18th last year, provided an 
admirable historical perspective: 
‘ '“The worse, the better* is an old 
Russian nihilist maxim which apL 
ly describes the nihilist thrust of 
Leninist intelligence activities 
wherever stability exists. The 
Soviet intelligence apparatus is 
inherently the provocateur, the 
merchant of disorder, the magni- 
fier of social, economic or politic- 
al weakness or distress. It is the 
ultimate force which enhances 
the possibility of conflict, careful 
only that the flames ignited not 
singe the flame thrower.” 
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President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in his 
speech to the Con- 
gress on January 5, 
1941 enunciated bis 
"Tour freedoms 
There he had said 
that the postwar 
world order must be 


based on four essen- 
tial freedoms — free- 
dom of speech and 
expression , freedom 
of religion , freedom 
from want , and free- 


Notwithstanding the new for- 
ces at play, the Arabs went to war 
believing as they did that Israel's 
claim to Palestine, based on a 
tenuous divine right, would not 
stand up to Arab continuous his- 
toric rights. The Arabs had 
thought that justice would 
triumph over iniquity ignoring ail 
the nuances of rcalpolitik. Except 
for His Majesty, the late King 
Abdullah of Jordan and the late 
Prime Minister of Iraq, Nun 
Pasha Es-Said. there was hardly 
any understanding of internation- 
al politics. The world, save for a 
few inconsequential nations, paid 
lip service to Arab rights and 
demands. In the process, the 
Palestine issue became in- 
creasingly more emotional and 
the restoration of Palestinian 
rights became the platform for 
Arab governments. The Arabs 
had already been divided on 
strategy, the Palestine issue had 
become more divisive within the 
realm of Arab politics. In the 
wake of Arab defeat in 1948, 
coup d'etats took place in Syria. 
Egypt. Iraq and Northern Ye- 
men, the advancement of the 
Arab cause in Palestine being the 
fiery banner. Mutual defence 


dom from fear — 
“ everywhere in the 
world. ” I hate to say 
that FDR’s vision of 
the world contrasts 
sharply with our sad 
world of today. 


and fulfill her objectives. Israel \z- : . 
emerged from the war. as an 
imperial and colonialist power. 

The Syrian Golan Heights, it had 
already annexed, and the Gaza tl; 

Strip and the W£st Bank of.- the :x 

Jordan are under festering Israeli i y 
occupation. , - 

The October war of 1973, 
which paved the way for the - * " 

Camp David accords; returned t 

the Sinai to Egypt and led to the 
normalisation of Egyptian-Israeli • ... 

relations, but the -future of the 
Gaza Strip and the West- Bank 
remained unsettled, the root 
cause of conflict and tension has 
not been dealt with as . both land r 
and people remain under oocupa- ' -• 
tion . The rettirn o£ the Sinai, -a ' f ; 
vast expanse of desert land,, has : 

been significant in one major jOT’T 
aspect. It set the tone and stage 
for diplomatic oflenave which ssi 
are very much in demand now. 

The ftitihty of war had already 
been demonstrated to Arab and 
Israeli alike albeit for chfferetrt ; • 

reasons. The Arabs' have frfed §: 'i* 1 
their hand 1 at; War " and Mlftf. li 
While military action is an ppea _fc t. 
option, war is no longer reafcti- a Vo- 
cally an instrument of policy. The : li;- 
Israelis, on the other hand, have •!»;-. r^; 
achieved their targets even . :3fc * f.ji.. 
beyond their wildest dreams. v 

They are perhaps as anxious as ; 
the Arabs to put an end to the 
present impasse, but do not serai - ^ 
willing to budge except on their T . 
-own terms. In the Israeli view, i -j _ ^ 

Arab rights are negotiable, but 
not Israel's spoils of war. Both ; 
sides live in fear of each other; v^" '. '; r 
IsraeFs fears, however, are more 
imagined than real. Moreover, . 
there seems to be no limit on 
Israel’s conception of its own. - 
security requirements, and 
Israel's mvasfon of Lebanoo. in. 2 . _ 
1982 illustrates the point Goose- 
quentiy. Lebanon- has beea des- £ <■: 
tabilised forever. Israel’s strikes ^ y;: 
beyond her own borders do not ■ 11 ?. 

seem to respect any international ^ly 
code of conduct or behaviour. * * « sirs 
Israel, iq spite of its nadear 
arsenal of 100 to 200 bombs and 
conventional forces of great com: 
pe fence and preparedness, : per- : >> .-•*/ 

trays itself as. being in danger of n 0 .' 
annihilation from its 'Arab neigh- 
boors. And sadly the wise words ;=se: ^ ^ 
of one of America's'' greatrat 
generals who became the .first - 
post-war Republican president, ^ 
namely Dwight D. Eisenhower, ? 
are ignored and their profundity :, a ; . 
lost: . 

“There is bo way in which a. ^ :n 
country can satisfy the craving for ' 

absolute seen ry,” Eisenhower 
said, “but it c^.i bankrupt itself, **4 ^"' c 
morally and economically . -> Q . 
attempting to-reach that 1 fliusqiy. 
goal through arms alone: Every j 1 '.-’ 
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goal through arms alone: Every 
min that is made, every warship 
launched, every rocket fired/ so- 
nifies in the final sense.' 'a'tbOTt 


nines in me nnai sense, a .mow 
from those who are, hungry and 


Soviet incursion in the area 
instilled in the Arabs a false 
sense of security as well as 
elusive self-confidence that they 
could embark on a bold course of 
action in order to assert their 
rights. In .due course, the Arabs 
undertook a series of adventures 
which resulted in disaster. In the 
wars of 1948, 1967, and 1973, the 
Arabs sought a military solution 
to a political problem. The Suez 
war of 1956 was an exception in 
that it was an invasion which 
represented British-French-. 
Israeli collusion. In the annals of 
U.S.-Anib relations., this war 
stands out because it- brought , out 
the finest elements in U.S. lead- 
ership — President Eisenhower's 
resoluteness to put an end to. the 
nonsense and to order Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. 

As can. be seen, the Arabs 
rejected Israel bnt could not chal- 
lenge it. Israel took advantage of 
the Jane war of 1967 to advance 


are not fed. those who~OTe ’cofiT • 4 ^ 

and are not dothed. This world in . 
arms is not spending' money" 


dren.” 


hopes; 
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like one. Israel is not' yet ready! tO - 
reason, because she.-. SbaS/-$we» • 
granted license by. the U.S; to pc l to k 

the way she cfoe&Frpm 
ican prapective f -Jsrael-ikv^ ,'. 

as a bastion of stobili^- J 
Middle East ahti is ^ ’ #5 ' 


police the xegion.' This 
conception that dora- mOTstiSi 
scrutiny, and George Ralhu 
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^ (ContfaB^d from page 4) 

[: . floptf® m»we the Middle East 
through dw prism of our own 
f xational interests rather than the 
» ■ distorted- Jens of Israeli ambi- 
t . ..- nous- As * ^teult . of numerous 
r factors — an inadequate know- 
l : tedge of the area, the shrewd 

j- manipulation of. opinion by the 
. friends pf Israel, the appeal of the 

! Jews’ tragic history — many 

] -Americans have adopted the 

sTothftii habit of viewing the Mid- 
r die East more in terms of Jeru- 
■ salenfs short-term policies than 
of Washington’s larger concerns. 
Yet the ^United States, with its 
worldwide responsibilities, 
caught up in a protracted struggle 
with another great power, cannot 
r long afford to indulge such a 
I habit. If it is to meet its responsi- 
bilities to itself as well as to 
others, it must shape and conduct 
’. a coherent Middle East policy 
tailored to its own objectives, 
rather than permitting itself to be 
ootmanoeuvered to the point of 
silently accepting, and even sub- 
sidising, the negation of its true 
interests. To continue such a 
course of complaisant inaction 
can lead only to disaster, not only 
for the United States but for ah 
Middle East nations, including 
Israel. Therefore, we must 
promptly undertake to refocus 
our country's attention on its 
national interests.” 

1 applaud Mr. Ball's sagacity 
f and admire his great sense of 
courage. He speaks out without 
fear or favour. And as James B. 
Conant, a famous educator and 
former president of Harvard Uni- 
versity, said: 

“Behold the turtle, he makes 
progress only when he sticks his 
neck out.” 

I am afraid little progress has 
been made because few people 
stick their necks out. Since 
Eisenhower, we have looked up 
to second-term presidents for 
hope of fair action, only to find 
that the second administration 
was more impotent than the first. 
Watergate and Irangate had to 
pop up at the wrong time to spoil 
our wish, fantasy or dream. And 
the more I come to grips with the 
U.S. electoral system, I lose 
heart. It is worthy of mention that 
when the Congress was debating 
the resumption of U.S. aid to 
Turkey which was cut off as a 
result of the Turkish invasion of 
Cyprus, a U.S. congressman from 
New York was asked why he did 
not. support the bill, knowing 
where U.S. strategic interests lay, 
replied^ “In my district there -are 
more Greek restaurants than 
there are Turkish baths.” On a 
more serious note, Philip Geyeiin 
writing for the Washington Post 
in November, 1985 described die 
upmanship of senators Kasten 
and Inouye with respect to U.S. 
aid to Israel, particularly to effect 
a “buy-down" of the interest that 
Israel pays on its loans from the 
United Slates, from about 11.5 
per cent to five per cent and 
prompted him to conclude by 
saying “what is going on here 
would appear to be yet one more 
example of Israel's best friends in 
America being more Israeli than 
the Israelis.” 

It is very unfortunate that offi- 
cial America fails to see U.S.- 
Arab relations, politically and 
economically, in proper perspec- 
tive. Israel is smartly and neatly 
presented as a strategic asset 
whereas the like-minded pro- 
Western Arab countries are 
viewed as unreliable partners. 
U.S. policy is one-siaed and 
treats Palestine, not the Palesti- 
nians, as a non-problem, ignoring 
the basic issue that the Palesti- 
nians' plight cannot be settled 
without paying due regard to land 
settlement. Hence, the equation 
of trading territory for peace. 
Even though the Palestinian 
question may not in the Arab 
realm occupy the same para- 
mount position it once did, it still 
remains an explosive issue to be 
reckoned with. At the same time, 
sight is lost of the community of 
economic interests between the 
U.S. and the Arab World. Dr. 
Thomas Stauffer in a detailed and 
comprehensive paper that he pre- 
sented to a conference in Toledo, 
Ohio on March 14 last year on 
this subject remarked: 

“The Middle East market, in 
spite of our political posture, is 
still large. Currently it accounts 
for some $20-plus billion of ex- 
ports, and an estimated $10 bil- 
lion in services purchased from 
the United States. The Middle 
East alone, therefore, accounts 
for 10 to 12 per cent of our total 
- exports- volume which in this day 
and age is not to be sneezed at. 
About 750,000 American jobs are 
directly, at stake today in the 
Middle East. But the direct em- 
ployment understates what is at 
risk because the indirect jobs are 
excluded. If General Motors ex- 
ports a car to Saudi Arabia, for 
! ; example — it is one of the few 
« markets left for ‘Detroit Iron’ — 
£ there are jobs at GM. But that 
job at GM also creates a number 
fc of jobs elsewhere throughout the 
fj-rSystcm far GM suppliers and sub- 
gfe supplieis, - sub-contractors and 
££ : _siib^sa b-coutractors . Thus, when 
IT pll is said ang done we find that 
||t ? soniethmg Hke 3 Bullion Amer- 
I?” directly and consequentially 
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Have their livelihoods tied to oar 
gesent trade with the Middle' 

In contrast, Dr. Stauffer has 
this to say about Israel: 

“The U.S. economic rela- 
tionship with Israel is especially 
cosily in terms of American jobs. 
Ffrst of all, the fact that U.S. aid 
is de facto not tied to U.S. goods 
translates into a loss of about 

300.000 per year directly and 
indirectly. A further cost to U.S. 
workers is the special privileges 
given Israeli exports to the Un- 
ited States, for which the United 
States does indeed pay — nnlik<» 
our exports to Israel. The special 
preferences and broad duty-free 
status accorded to Israel’s exports 
to the United States result in the 
loss of still another 50,000 to 

100.000 jobs — an arrangement 
peculiar to Israel and not affect- 
ing other Middle East exports to 
the United States." 

It is sad that while the Arabs 
justifiably find fault with the Un- 
ited States, they do not fault 
themselves for the present dismal 
state of affairs. AH along they 
seemingly bad not an effective 
foreign policy, and if they did it 
must have been a dosely guarded 
secret! For one thing, they did 
not, unlike the Israelis, speak of 
one min d but rather, beyond rhe- 
toric, disparate noises were beard 
all over the place to no avail. 
What compounded the problem 
was that the newly-emerged Arab 
states and endowed with oil 
wealth had a say in Arab affair s 
completely out of proportion to 
their size and background. Ibis 
contrasts with the American Jews 
who in spite of their wealth and 
influence deferred during and af- 
ter the World War if to the 
European Zionists for leadership 
and direction in ail matters per- 
taining to Palestine. Understand- 
ably, the Arabs had no consti- 
tuency to speak of in the United 
States, but they have not serious- 
ly attempted to reach for the 
minds and hearts of the American 
people in order to influence the 
direction of U.S. foreign policy in 
a fair and objective manner. 
Worse still, the Arabs bad no 
policy at aH in Israel and subse- 
quently in the occupied territor- 
ies. In other words, the Arabs 
could — and should — have 
become a factor in U.S. and 
Israeli politics. Great opportuni- 
ties had been lost and instead of 
the Arabs being masters of their 
own destiny, die future of the 
area is in the final anaiysisbeing 
decided by .a sdf-cpriecting ; 
equilibrium of interests amongst 
'the superpowers, including 
Israel. 

It is a paradox that the oO 
boom instead of playing into the 
hands of the Arabs has played 
against them. In the West and 
particularly in the U.S. we have 
been viewed as the Shylock of 
modern times. The portrait of the 
ugly Arab had become uglier and 
the image of the Arab seemed to 
vary inversely with his wealth. 

In the heyday of oil it was 
convenient, almost fashionable, 
to blame the economic ills of the 
world, particularly the Western 
nations, on the Arab oil produc- 
ing countries. High oil prices 
were incriminated as the cause 
factor of world-wide recession, 
inflation, high interest rates and 
high unemployment it was conve- 
niently forgotten that the oil re- 
venues amassed during the un- 
precedented era of high produc- 
tion and high prices bad fallen not 
into the bands of ttae provident 
but into the hands of the prodigal 
Arabs and consequently were re- 
cycled into the Western econo- 
mies in the form of bank deposits, 
increased demand for goods and 
services, and the purchase of 
arms. It is absolutely staggering 
that arms deliveries on govern - 
ment-to-government basis to 
Third World countries exceeded 
$53.7 billion in 1980. And Russia 
too has been no mean benefici- 
ary. The sad thing though is that 
the sale of aims has become a 
very respectable business for the 
exporting countries to the extent 
that peddling takes place at the 
highest official levels. 

Oil prices have recently tum- 
bled, and the downward trend 
has taken on an ironic and sinister 
twist. Again the Arab is the 
villain -of- the- piece. The econo- 
mic Sis of Oklahoma, Louisiana 
and Texas are blamed on falling 
and low oil prices and the Arabs 
find themselves in the unusual . 
paradox of damned-if-you-do and 
damned-if-you-don ’t. 

Oddly enough, the United 
States now maintains that it could 
live comfortably with a price of 
oil at $20 per barrel, even slightly 
higher, which is deemed as a 
“support level” to encourage oil 
-production and exploration at 
home. Additionally, the U.S., 
despite firmer prices, is said to 
face almost inevitable new crisis. 
“Over dependence cm costly and 
insecure foreign sources of oil 
could weD be the major national 
problem of the 1990s,” said 
Charles J. Dibona, president of 
the American Petroleum Insti- 
tute, a trade association. 

I ask myself, as yon would 
probably do too why insecure 
sources? Since the flow of od was 
at one time secure and 
at $4 a barrel, why shouldn’t it be 


secure and abundant at $20? Let 
ns remember that both suppliers 
and consumers have a vested 
interest in the stability of oil 
prices, bearing in mind that 
oscillations in commodity prices 
have wreaked havoc on national 
economies and distorted patterns 
of international trade. 

No review of the Middle East 
situation can be complete without 
taking into consideration the Ira- 
qi-Irarr war which drags on into 
its seventh year with no end 
seemingly in sight. Two things 
characterise the war. Firstly, this 
confrontation between Iran and 
Iraq has very little roots in die 
Arab- Israeli conflict, and second- 
ly the downfall of the Shah was 
brought about by Muslim clerics 
who are intent on spreading Isla- 
mic fundamentalism beyond their 
shores. This wave of Islamic zeal 
is not without significance and 
presents challenges to policymak- 
ers in the West, East and particu- 
larly. Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
countries. In this context it is well 
to remember that Lenin, himself, 
once said, “ideas are more fatal 
than guns.” 

As a result of the war, mutual 
mass destruction of life and prop- 
erty continues to take place on a 
gigantic scale. The conscience of 
man is not pricked anymore; 
there are so many wars and mini- 
wars taking place simultaneously 
around the globe that people 
have subconsciously developed 
built-in immunity to shock and do 
not react to tragedy beyond the 
expression of peripheral interest 
and sympathy. The Iraqi -Iran war 
has become the forgotten war. 
Nonetheless, it behooves us to 
assess the long-term implications 
of the conflict. The economic 
consequences of the war are not 
too difficult to asses. Suffice it to 
say, that the war has, amongst 
other things, siphoned off the 
excess liquidity of Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states. But the 
war will leave in its wake a 
torrential wave of mutual hate 
and enmity which will take gen- 
erations to forgive and to forget. 
One has only to look at the 
traditional enmity between 
France and Germany to realise 
how slow the healing process is. 
Will Iraq and Iran produce in due 
course leaders of the likes of a 
Charles de Gaulle and a Konrad 
Adenauer to perform the miracle 
of rapprochement? 

The outcome of the Iraqi -Iran 
war is unpredictable, and will 
probably end in a nor-win contest. 
However, there j&h'otbiag to pre- 
vent. us from visualising a few 
scenarios. In the event of an 
Iranian military victory, the U.S., 
aided and abetted by the West, 
will opt for the occupation of the 
Gulf. The Soviets, thus provoked 
will settle for the occupation of 
Iran. Russia has been in occupa- 
tion of north-western Iran before 
and if it had not been for U.S. 
nuclear superiority under the 
Truman administration would not 
have withdrawn in 1946. Israel, 
with the hardliners in power, will 
probably seize on the situation 
and undertake adventurism in 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon to 
force peace on the Arabs on her 
own terms. Here we see the game 
of nations placed all over again 
not without precedent in l he 
annals of history. The superpow- 
ers, including Israel, will have 
achieved, at the expense of the 
Arabs, their strategic objectives. 
There is little fear of the Third 
World war being ignited because 
of the mutual fears of nuclear 
conflagration. 

If the war ends in a negotiated 
settlement as it probably will, 
Islamic fundamentalism mil not 
lose its appeal. In fact Islamic 
fundamentalism bad its suppor- 
ters long before the Iranian re- i 
volution because the return to 
Islamic precepts is seen as suc- 
ceeding where nationalism has 1 
failed to unify the Arabs under I 
one banner. Consequently, one j 
would see Saudi Arabia and the ' 
Gulf, because of dose geographic I 
proximity and deep-seated Isla- 
mic traditions, becoming prone to 
the Islamic fundamentalist move- 
ment. On the other hand in the 
rest of the region there will be a j 
call for unity under a national i 
banner to assert nationalism, j 
which is already deeply-rooted, in j 
order to enhance a pluralistic i 
society, stem the Islamic tide and j 
to stand up to Israel, if not | 
militarily, politically. I 

The Iranian revolution which is \ 
seen as the spearhead for Islamic 
fundamental/sm will continue to 
resonate but will not decide the 
future of the Middle East. The 
Arab- Israeli conflict win. 

Already there axe hopeful signs 
on the horizon. The supposedly 
divergent interests of interested 
parties in the dispute seem for 
once to be converging in search of 
a modus vjvencn on which a 
strong peace can be established. 
Demographic change is exerting 
pressures all over which cannot 
be ignored. 

In the West Bank of Jordan' 
and under Israeli occupation, the 
Palestinian population has grown 
by 25 per cent since the June war 
of 1967 and contiues to grow. At 
die same time the “successor 
generations” of Palestinians are 
for more patriotic than their 
elders and will not suffer the 


occupation lying down. These 
two considerations pose problems 
to Israeli political strategists. 
Israel cannot afford to procrastin- 
ate on the future of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip and the 
fate of the Palestinians. Already, 
Israel is faced with a dilemma. 
Will she be “democratic" or 
“Jewish”? She cannot be both 
and Israel cannot have her cake 
and eat it too. Moshe Dayan bad 
once remarked that the Jewish- 
ness of the Jewish state must be 
maintained at all costs. This of 
course presupposes accommoda- 
tion of the express wishes of the 
Palestinian people to freedom 
and sovereignty. The Jews have 
suffered and the “successor gen- 
eration" in Israel will not want to 
see the Arabs suffer at their own 
hands. The holocaust memorials 
in Jerusalem as well as in 
Washington are constant remin- 
ders of man's brutality to man. 
William J. Byron, president of 
the Catholic University of Amer- 
ica speaking in Taipei on June 15 
last year remarked, “Should the 
memory of the holocaust in Ger- 
many serve to remind us that an 
ever present problem is our 
capacity to hate, to murder, to 
disregard and destroy human life 
and dignity?” I share Mr. Byron’s 
total concern for human rights 
and in our quest for solutions I 
draw comfort and encouragement 
from the words of John F. Ken- 
nedy. 

“Our problems are manmade 
— therefore, they can be solved 
by man. Man's reason and spirit 
have often solved the seemingly 
unsolvable and we believe they 
can do it again.” 

Within Israel, ethnic stratifica- 
tion presents policy considera- 
tions. The oriental Jews vis-a-vis 
the Ashkenazis have become ttae 
mino-minority and a force to be 
reckoned with in Israeli elections. 
Abba Eban, then minister of 
education in Ben Gurion's gov- 
ernment expressed fears lest 
oriental Jews drag into “unnatu- 
ral orientalism.” I believe Israel's 
policy-makers have a direct in- 
terest in the Soviet's glasnost, 
“openness,” that is taking place 
now in the hope that they can 
draw on the reservoir of Russian 
Jewry to offset the present de- 
mographic challenge. 

At the same time, the Jonathan 
Pollard affair has presented a new 
dimension to the various forces at 
play. Parallel may be drawn be- 
tween the Alfred Dreyfus case at 
the turn of the last century and 
Jhe Pollard affair in that , both 
created and spearheaded animos- 
ity and ill-feeling. The difference 
though is that Dreyfus was ac- 
quitted and vindicated while Pol- 
lard has been convicted and is 
serving a prison term. 

The upshot is simple: Israel 
cannot take U.S. Jewry for 

r ted. Richard Cohen writing 
the Washington Post last 
month stated: 

“Israel enjoys great love and 
respect in America, particularly 
from a Jewish community which, 
like a mother, has always been 
willing to forgive, but there are 
signs that it is taking America and 
the Jewish ■ community for 
granted. The pollard case is a 
mghtmare-come-true for Amer- 
ican Jews. In Mr. Pollard the 
Israelis created an anti-semitic 
stereotype: An American Jew of 
confused loyalties who sold out 
his country. Indignation and 
shame are felt in equal measure.” 
For a change, American Jews, 
now Jewish Americans, will in- 
creasingly become less subser- 
vient to Israeli wishes, and will 
view their interests in a wider 
U.S. and global context, and con- 
sequently U.S. foreign policy to- 


wards the Middle East will reflect 
this change in perspective. 

In the USSR too, convulsive 
demographic changes are taking 
place. As a U.S. strategist has 
pointed out: “These changes are 
s hift i ng the balance of population 
to Muslim Russia and away from 
the shrinking population of the 
mother Russia where its govern- 
ment, industry and education are 
concentrated.” In this light, the 
Soviets will not want to create 
conditions conducive to the rise 
of militant Islam and may want to 
pacify the region in its own in- 
terest rather than fish in troubled 
waters. However, in pursuit of 
their intelligence activities they 
may rest content with penetrating 
the uppermost sanctuary of the 
U.S. embassy in Moscow as they 
have done earlier this month! 

The U.S., on the other hand, 
for the reasons that I have ex- 
plained, and prodded along by 
the moderate Arabs, w01 want to 
see an end to the impasse and 
pacify the region in its own in- 
terests too. Saudi and Gulf oil 
supplies and reserves remain cen- 
tral to U.S. strategic imperatives 
in the area. 

At long last, the climate seems 
favourable to the holding of an 
international conference on the 
Middle East. Why? Russia did 
not want to be excluded in the 
first place, and the Arab consen- 
sus seems to favour Soviet pre- 
sence at such a conference in 
order to, in the absence of milit- 
ary parity with the Israelis, bols- 
ter their own posture. The 
Israelis, particularly the Labour 
Party, have finally come around 
because it is being realised that an 
international conference is the 
only acceptable avenue that can 
be explored to produce “peace in 
our time.” 

The international conference is 
not an end in itself but the means 
to achieve practical and desirable 
objectives. I foresee a number of 
mini-conferences emerging to 
deal with the major issues over a 
protracted period of time, but 
progress will be made because of 
the general will to succeed. I 
visualise the conference coming 
out in favour of the creation of a 
Palestinian entity in confedera- 
tion with Jordan. This will satisfy 
Arab nationalism as it will be 
seen as the forerunner of a wider 
Arab confederation to which the 
Arabs have aspired. Israel’s 
security will have been guaran- 
teed, and Israel will have through 
its actions earned its place in the 
.midst of -the Arab World without 
forsaking her own identity. 

I also envision Jordan, Syria, 
and Lebanon grouping under the 
banner of the Fertile Crescent not 
to challenge the realities but to 
come to grips with pressing social 
and economic issues. Iraq will, I 
imagine, be dosely assodated 
with the Fertile Crescent. Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf countries 
will go on peacefully along their 
old traditional ways, but will be- 
come more exposed to Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

I have taken you on a trip into 
the past and present and in the 
process exacted your patience. 
What else could I have done? 
Kierkegaard had said, “Life must 
be lived forwards but can only be 
understood backwards.” 

Ladies and gentlemen, the fu- 
ture we all know is fraught with 
perils, but I see a new beginning. 
In the words of Theodore 
Rooseveh: 

“We see across the dangers the 
great future, and we rejoice as a 
giant refreshed — the great vic- 
tories are yet to be won. the 
greatest deeds yet to be done.” 

Thank you. 
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The First and Only Greek 
^Restaurant In Jordan 3 
a TONIGHT H 

a AND EVERY NIGHT S3 


„ZORBA THE GREEK., 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 

OPP FRENCH LOAF 

TFL 641585 covir cmarU 


INDIAN 

RESTAURANT 

Chicken Tekka 

Inn 


Welcomes you to its unique 
Indian food 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Cir- 
cle, opposite City Bank, 
Tel. 642437 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tska away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO WEEP 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


CALL USi 


Electrolux 


RCLBox 925229 AMMAN. 

a TeL 604671 t= 



Sat. — May 9, 1987 

8:30 Dad’s Army 

9:00 Simon and Simon 

10:20 Eurovision Song Con- 
test, 1987 

Live via Satellite from Belgium. 

11:30 Feature Film 

The Man Who Know Too Much 

A child is kidnapped by spies to 
ensure her father’s silence, but he 
springs into action. Splendid ear- 
ly Hitchcock which after a faded 
start moves into memorable sequ- 
ences involving a dentist, an East 
End mission and the Albert Hall. 
All very stagey by today's stan- 
dards, but much more fun than 
the expensive remake. 

Sun. — May 10, 1987 

8:30 Growing Fains 
The Breakfast Chib 

Mike is grounded when he's 
caught lying. Maggie is also 
caught in a lie and agrees to be 
grounded with him. But will she 
change her mind when she learns 
she's missing out on a trip to 
Atlantic Gty and a Frank Sinatra 
concert with Jason? 

9:10 Doc. — On the Wheel 
The Road Ahead 

10:20 Robbery Under Arms 

Mon. — May 11, 1987 

8:30 Ever Decreasing Circles 

9:10 Moonlighting 

10:20 Fair Stood The Wind 
For France 


Fair Stood The Wind For France 
was written in 1944 and is re- 
garded by some as “the finest 
novel of the war.” Set in the 
Occupied France of 1942 it fol- 
lows the fortunes of two young 
people — John Franklin, a badly- 
injured British airman stranded 
in France, and Francoise, the 
French country girl who befriends 
and helps him. 

Toe. — May 12, 1987 

830 Yon Again 

9:10 Yesterday’s Dreams 

The conditions of Donn’s garage 
get worse. Diana goes to Martin 
and takes some money from him 
and gives it to Donn. Martin and 
Diana meet once again and recol- 
lect the dreams of yesterday. 
Martin and Gilbert get ready to 
examine the new jet turbine. 

10:20 The Unknown War 

11:10 Bergerac 

Wed. — May 13, 1987 

8:30 Dialogue with Muslim In- 
tellectuals 

9:10 Doc. — In Search of 

Trojan War 

The Women of Troy 

Michael Wood travels, as a 
Bronze-Age visitor might have 
done, to the palace of King 
Agamemnon at Mycenae, to the 
court of King Nestor at Pylos, 
and to Helen's Sparta, where 
remains of a Bronze-Age palace 
have recently been uncovered by 
excavation. The real-life drama, 
that may be the model for the 
story of Helen's abduction, is 


a wooden horse could possibly 
have brought destruction to Troy. 

10:20 The Bastard 

In Part II of MCA Television’s 
four-hour, two part presentation 
of “The Bastard” Philip finds 
employment in Boston. There, be 
finds a band of famous revolu- 
tionaries and is hired by one of 
them, a printer, to turn out sedi- 
tious literature. Philip courts and 
succeeds in overcoming the prud- 
ish independence of Anne Ware, 
attractive daughter of Abraham 
Ware, a lawyer. 

Tbur. — May 14, 1987 

8:30 Me and My Girl 
9:10 The Challenge 

Rhode Island. Training begins for 
the contenders and defenders. 
Bond's “Australia 11’* has six 
boats to beat just for the right to 
challenge! Tensions mount as the 
rival crew move into their train- 
ing camps in Newport. As the 
precious days pass and the time 
for the challenge series draws 
nearer the crews and their leaders 
become increasingly difficult to 
live with. 

10:20 Feature Film 
The Battle of the Panzar 

A story of a German tank in 
France before the end at the 
World War H, which was rescued 
after having fallen in an ambush 

Fri. — May 15, 1987 

8:30 Bill Cosby Show 
9:10 Falcon Crest 


H.E. Bates' famous love story uncovered, as is the way in which 10:20 Peter The Great 

Scientists working on shots 
against pregnancy, tooth decay 


By Paul Treuthardi 

The Associated Press 

GENEVA, Switzerland — Pre- 
vention of pregnancy and tooth 
decay might appear to be unlikely 
subjects for vaccines. 

~ But an experimental prepara- 
tion to end a pregnancy unnotice- 
ably within days, using vaccine 
techniques, has passed prelimin- 
ary safety trials in a small group 
of women. 

A genetically engineered im- 
munisation against dental caries 
is “on the shelf," ready for testing 
in humans if health authorities 
deem it cost-effective, the de- 
velopers say. 

Scientists working in the two 
fields outlined their progress at a 
recent World Health Organisa- 
tion seminar on developments in 
immunisation . 

Paul Griffin, a British scientist 
with WHO’s human reproduction 
programme, said the pregnancy 
vaccine stemmed from demands 
by developing nations for more 
and simpler means of population 
control. He said it wasn't de- 
signed to replace contraceptive 
methods. 

Developed in 10 years of re- 
search, the vaccine interacts with 
a specific hormone, human chor- 
ionic gonadotrophin (HCG), 
necessary to keep the uterus in a 
receptive state for the implanta- 
tion of the new fertilised egg or 


embryo. 

Gnffin said the advantage of 
the vaccine is that it “will only be 
called into play when fertilisation 
has occurred, will be effective at a 
very early stage of embryonic 
development, and will, have an 
effect which dosely mimics a nor- 
mal event.” 

“A woman won’t know she has 
been pregnant, and indeed she 
may not have been,” said Griffin. 
The menstrual cycle would 
appear normal, and there would 
“not be an abortion, but a non- 
successful implantation" in tbe 
first 14 days after conception, be 
said. 

Griffin agreed that since the 
vaccine acts after fertilisation, it 
would be unacceptable to some 
religions and sodeties. But he 
noted that abortion is already a 
major contraception method in 
many developing countries. 

After tests of the vaccine tested 
on baboons, human trials took 
place last year at the Flinders 
Medical Centre in Adelaide, Au- 
stralia, on a small group of 
women who previously bad been 
voluntarily sterilised. 

All but one developed anti- 
bodies against HCG that would 
have been sufficient to prevent 
pregnancy without side effects. 
The one failure was due to a 
technical problem, said Griffin. 

A true contraceptive vaccine 
that would prevent conception is 


still “science fiction,” said Grif- 
fin, and a marketable anti-pre- 
gnancy vaccine may be 10 years 
away. 

“It must be ultra-safe, because 
we are dealing with healthy peo- 
ple,” said Gnffin. The goal is an 
inexpensive one-shot, one-year 
vaccine that could be extended to 
three years with boosters. The 
vaccine would have a declining, 
reversible effect. 

But it use will probably be 
wiser for those who intend to 
have no more children, he said, 
because scientists aren’t sure if 
the antibodies that prevent a suc- 
cessful pregnancy will folly dis- 
appear. 

Tooth decay is “the most pre- 
valent disease in the world caused 
by an infectious agent,” said Dr. 
Roy Russell of tbe dental science 
department of Britain’s Royal 
College of Surgeons. 

But because it is only lifo- 
threatening in extreme cases, and 
is declining rapidly in industrial- 
ised nations, it hasn’t received 
high official priority, be said. Tbe 
disease is increasing in the Third 
World. , 

The vaccine, against strepto- 
coccus mutans, believed to be the 
prime cause of decay, has been 
extensively tested in monkeys. 
For the past three to four years, it 
has been awaiting clearance for 
testing in humans, he said. 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


Restaurant remains open durinj 
he day for take home order 
ind welcomes clients from si 
>.m. until one a.m. 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 

international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents an over the world 

Tel: 664090.660852 

Tbe; 22205 BESMCO JO 
Cafala: NuwKwbco- 
P.O. flax *M497 
AMMAN JORDAN 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch Fri da y 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

, 6:30 - Midnight y 


' SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Orde 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Middle 

, Tei’, 


East Hotel 


The least expensive 
service for your urgent 
documents and small 
parcels, desk to desk, 
worldwide. 

For a pick up 

Call 664931-664590 / 
Amman 






Corsican rally continues 
despite latest fatality 


BASTIA, Corsica (R) — The ill-fated tour of Corsica 
Motor Rally continued Friday despite the death 
Thursday night of a French competitor, the fourth 
fatality in the event in the past three years. 


Jean-Michel Argenti died in- 
stantly when the Peugot 205 GTI 
in which he was co-driver crashed 
through a mountainside wall and 
plunged 50 metres into a ravine. 

Driver Jean Marchini was bad- 
ly injured and airlifted to hospit- 
al, where his condition was de- 
scribed on Friday as stable. 

Finnish star Henry Toivonen 
and his co-driver Sergio Cresto 
were killed in last year's race and 
Italian Attilio Berieg died during 
the 1985 event. 

Earlier on Thursday, five spec- 
tators were injured when they 
were hit by cars spinning off the 
narrow Corsican roads, alrhough 


none of the injuries was serious. 

The International Motor 
Sports Federation (FISA) 
changed the world championship 
rules this year in a move to 
improve safety and outlaw the 
most powerful group B cars. 

But drivers defended on Friday 
the Corsican course, saying fatal 
crashes happened on other inter- 
national circuits but were not 
given tbe same media attention. 

France’s Yves Loubet, leader 


after Thursday’s first stage, told regained the lead he relinquished 
reporters the track was among briefly in the day before and held 

. * «i j ■ a aHumfono QTfar tnA 


the most testing for rally drivers. 
Thursday's crash took place at 


U.S. military prepared to 
protect Seoul Olympics 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
military forces are ready to assist 
and cooperate with South Korea 
in protecting the 1988 summer 
Olympic games in Seoul from any 
North Korean terrorist attack or 
other provocation. Defence 
Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger 
has said'. 

Tbe U.S. pledge was contained 
in a joint statement covering the 
two countries' 19th annual con- 
sultations on security which 
asserted that “the next several 
years will be a crucial period for 
the maintenance of peace and 
stability on the Korean Penin- 
sula." 

Weinberger and South Korean 
Defence Minister Lee Ki-Baek 
save more details at a Pentagon 
r «" inference. 

- • means "any addi- 
I’or.e* s-jprrrt. any additional 
assistance from us that might 
become necessary at any time to 
prevent any sort of act of terror- 
ism, or brutal aggression that 
North Korea might employ to try 
to disrupt the games," Weinber- 
ger told reporters. 

S, Korea charges north of 
disruption plans 

Meanwhile South Korea has 
charged that North Korea will try 
to disrupt the 1988 Seoul Olym- 


pics and the South Korean gov- 
ernment must maintain massive 
security to safeguard the games. 

Huh Moon-Do. minister of 
unification, told a news confer- 
ence that North Korea would use 
any opportunity to disrupt the 
games to embarrass South Korea. 

’Huh, who oversees the Seoul 
Government's policy on reuniting 
the divided Korean Peninsula, 
said North Korea would take part 
in the games only if it concluded 
it had no chance of foiling the 
event. 

Huh charged that North Korea 
had waged a vicious propaganda 
campaign to persuade Olympic 
authorities to puli the games out 
of Seoul, portraying South Korea 
as a nation riddled by political 
strife and disease. He said the 
tactic had failed and North Korea 
was now claiming it should be 
made a co-host to the games. 

However, North Korea 
charged Thursday that South 
Korea was trying to force the 
North to boycott the games. 

The North's official Radio 
Pyongyang said the North Ko- 
rean Olympic Committee issued a 
statement Thursday charging 
“South Korean authorities are 
doing their utmost to destroy to 
proposal to co-host the Olympic 
games." 


a 25-second advantage after the 
first section of the day. 

Soviet Star to 
fulfil promise 
in French Guineas 

PARIS (R) — Sheikh Moham- 
mad of Dubai’s Soviet Star is 
expected to fulfil the immense 
potential that he showed in his 
only other two races and take 
Sunday's one mile Poule d'Essai 
des Poulains (French 2,000 
Guineas) at longchamp. 

The race, which is sponsored 
by the sheikh's brother Maktoum 
AJ Maktoum, carriers a first prize 
of $218,600 and has attracted a 
field of 14 runners, including a 
four-strong British challenge 
headed by the European free 
handicap winner Noble Minstrel. 

Soviet Star is a son of the 
highly successful Sire Nureyev 
who tragically broke a leg earlier 
in the week. 

Soviet Star made bis debut in a 
maiden event at Saint Cloud last 
October and ever since he strol- 
led home in that race. There have 
been high hopes of hun at Chan- 
tilly where he is trained by Andre 
Fabre. 

On his seasonal re-appearance 
last month, despite showing signs 
of inexperience and pulling hard 
throughout, he produced a 
breathtaking run to win his pre- 
paratory race over this course and 
distance. . -■ ; 

"" Noble • ’Minstrel’ looks : the 
strongest of the British-trained 
runners. He crowned last season 
by winning the Criterium de 
Maisons-Laffitte only to be dis- 
qualified on a technicality. 


Tampa and Richmond to host ‘Rocky IV’ 


TAMPA, Florida (AP) — The 
USA Amateur Boxing Federa- 
tion (ABF) has announced that 
Tampa and Richmond. Virginia, 
will host the 1987 heavyweight 
invitational series featuring 
athletes from the United States 


and Soviet Union. 

Established in 1975 and consi- 
dered a showcase for Olympic 
hopefuls, the heavyweight invita- 
tional includes competition in 
three heavier weight categories 
— light heavyweight (178 pounds 


FURNISHED DELUXE 
APARTMENT 

In best area of Shmeisani for rent 

Two to three bedrooms, welt furnished with separate telephone 
and central heating and garage. 

Location: Opposite to Marriot! Hotel 

For more details pis call tel: 674600 


ATTENTION EXPATRIATES.... 

Going on holiday to Europe or Africa, and 
thinking of renting a car? 

Our superleisure rates programme starts from 
JD 7.5 a day, all-inclusive rates. 

Rates include: unlimited mileage, collision dam- 
age waiver, personal accident insurance and 
local tax. 


or 80.6 kilogrammes), 
heavyweights (201 pounds or 91 
kilogrammes) and super 
heavyweight (over 201 pounds or 
91 kilogrammes). 

Richmond will host the teams 

June 6, and the competition i 
moves to Tampa June 12. Mem- 
bers of the teams will be named 
later this month. 

A different U.S. squad will 
compete in each city. 

“The rivalry between the Un- 
ited States and the Soviet Union 
is one of the longest standing and 
most highly contested in amateur 
sports," said Col. Don Hull, pres- 
ident of the ABF. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF II French sailor claims world record in 



dusk after the competitors had 
completed nine special stages 
from the southern port city of 
Ajaccio, over the ragged moun- 
tains of the Corsican Macquis to 
the industrial city of Bash a, 

Argenti and Marchini were ab- 
out 20 kilometres from Bastia 
when their car left the road on 
one of the hundreds of tight 
bends that characterise the 
course. 

FISA officials were unavailable 
for comment Friday because of 
the national holiday in France but 
race officials said there were no 
plans to call off the rally. 

In Friday's stage from Bastia to 
Calvi, a French foreign legion 
base. Frenchman Bernard Begum 


Soviet judo champion fails 

PARIS (R) — Soviet world featherweight champion Yuri 
Sokolov, who has moved up to lightweight, was beaten by West 
German Steffen Stranz in an all-action match on the second day of 
the European Judo championship on Friday. Although be 
established a five-point lead with an opportunist counter halfway 
through the first round, Sokolov was unable to resist the constant 
pressure from the tall West German and was eventually penalised , 
for passivity just seconds before the end. Stranz went on to beat 
Britain's European silver medallist Kerrith Brown to win a place 
in the semifinal on Sunday against Poland's Wieslaw Blach. On 
the other side of the lightweight draw, France's 1983 European 
champion Richard Melilo, making a comeback after injury, won 
his way convincingly to the semifinal by picking up the 1986 
European champion, Bertalan Hajtos of Hungary, and turning 
him on his back for the perfect score, to the delight of the capacity 
French crowd. j 

Swimmer returns for 1st meet in 19 months j 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s Olympic gold medallist Jon Sieben j 
will swim in his first international competition for 19 months when | 
he competes at two North American meetings next week. Sieben, 
who missed last year’s Commonwealth games in Edinburgh ! 
because of a bad bout of glandular fever, will swim the 100 metres 
butterfly at the Canada Cup meeting in Vancouver and at an 
invitation event in Mission Bay, Florida. 

Tourists lose by an innings to Kent 

CANTERBURY, England ( AP) — The touring Pakistan cricket 
team slumped to an innings defeat by Kent Friday, its first by the 
south-east English County. Starting the day at 25 for one and still 
needing another 203 to avoid an innings defeat, Pakistan 
crumbled to 171 all out to lose by an innings and 57 runs. 

Kristiansen seeks $110,000 prize 

LONDON (R) — Norwegian Ingrid Kristiansen aims to break the 
two hours 20 minutes barrier and collect $110,000 in tbe process in 
Sunday's London Marathon, which is dominated by the women's 
section. And she is confident the target is attainable. “I am ready 
for it now." she said. ‘Tve been training a lot mentally, trying to 
teach myself that I am as good as some of the men and that I can 
do things that have never been done before. “Kristiansen set file 
women’s world best marathon time of 2:21:06 in the same event 
two years ago and reckons she is fitter this time. 


Naples gets set to go wild 


yacht race after 8 months at sea 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island (AP) 
— French sailor Philippe Jeantot 
was almost nonchalant as be 
claimed a world record and a 
second victory in tbe solo Round- 
the- World BQC Challenge Yacht 
Race. 

Awaiting the victorious Jeantot 
Thursday when he reached New- 
port after covering 27,000 miles 
(43,440 kilometres) in 134 days 
was $15,000 in prize money, nine 
liters of champagne and a band 
playing “Alouette” on the dock. 
There was also a three-layer 
chocolate cake in honour of his 
35th birthday on Friday. 

"It’s very nice," Jeantot said 
modestly of tbe contest that cost 
one man his life and indelibly 
altered tbe lives of the others. 

All but one of the 10 sailers still 
at sea were expected . to arrive 
during the next several days, race 
officials said. 

The exception is John Hughes 
of Halifax, Nova Scotia. The 
Canadian awed followers of the 
race when he lost a mast and 
jury-rigged a replacement to get 
around Cape Horn, one of the 
most difficult passages ,in the 
world. 

Hughes hopes to arrive by May 


30, race organisers said. 

Tanned and looking fresh, 
Jeantot said with a grin, “you 
need to have determination to do 
this and be willing to suffer.]’ 

Jeamofs reserve belied a drive 
for adventure be shared with his 
fellow competitors, a field that 
shrank from 25 to 26 since the 
sailors left Newport here last 
Aog. 30. 

South African John Martin, die 
first to reach Newpoint but offi- 
cially behind Jeantot because he 
spent more days at sea, is ex- 
pected to be -the fourth finisher 
overall, race officials said. 

“I would never bave rested in 
my grave until I had done it," 
said Martin. His time at sea was 
147 days, 5 hours, 14 minutes. 

He battled 50-foot (15-metre) 
waves and his boat capsized 2,500 
miles (4,000 kilometres) off Au- 
stralia. What kept him going? 

“Courage,” said Martin. 
‘'You’ve just got to find the cour- 
age to survive.” 

He said he never got bored 
because he was just “flat out 
racing." 

Jeantot, who completed the 
1982-83 BOC race in 159 days. 


crossed the finish line in N^vport 
at 6:46 p.m. (2246 GKCTJ-.in his. 
59.9-fbot (18-metre) yacht, “Ore-, 
dit Agricole." His official .time 
was 134 days, 5 hours, 46 minutes 
and 45 seconds.- . <- • 

Coming- in second was French 
author and artist Utouah Lama- 
zou aboard “EcirTeuU d’A- 
qurtaine.” Lamazou, 31 T fmisfted 
with a time of 137 days,_17haut&,. 
36 minutes and 6 "seconds. He 
won $10,000.- 

Other arrivals Thursday night 
were: American. Guy Bernards*, 
sailing “Biscuits La,” Australian 
Ian Kierrian aboard “Triple 
Mspirit of Sydney,'* and South 
African Bertie. Reed m.“Stabao 
Boss.” - • - yyr-n':'- 

The BOC challenge Kstagedin 
four legs, with stopovers in Cage* - 
town, South Africa,. Sydney^ Ab 
stralia, and Rio] de Janeiro,- - 
Brazil- ’ . ■ ‘ 1 *■ -■ ' . y. - - 

The racejs sponsored by BQC 
group,' ah international British ; 
manufacturer -Of Lhealth care pm— ■ 
ducts, and industrial cases. ^ rv. 

One racer, "Jacques _Detoux of - 

France, wdslostat seaDec r 19iir- 
the second leg ofitfe tah. be* 
.tween Capetown and; Sydney^ •' 



Minnesota breaks curse, deteati 
Baltimore in American League 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The It was the only game played 
Minnesota twins apparently have Thursday in the American 
broken the curse of the left- League. 


handed pitcher. 


“I knew my ability,’ 


After losing to two Baltimore Viola, 2-4. “I knew l would come 
lefties, the Twins thwarted a third around. ” 


NAPLES, Italy (R) — The 
streets of Naples were being dres- 
sed up Friday for what promises 
to be the city's wildest ever party 
this Sunday when Napoli should 
clinch the Italian soccer cham- 
pionship. 

Naples, where football is a 
religion and Diego Maradona a 
sporting saint, bave never won 
the title in their 61-year histoiy 
and hundreds of thousands of 
Neapolitans are convinced May 
10 wfil be the day all their dreams 
come true. 

Three points clear with two 
games remaining, Napoli are at • 
home to Fiorentina this weekend 
while Internationale Milan, the 
only side who can catch them, are 
at Atalanta. 

Huge firework displays and 
street parties have been orga- 
nised throughout the city and 
churches have been inundated 
with requests from young couples 
to wed, making tbe day a double 
celebration. 

Several dogs, and even one 
horse, have been painted in the 
blue and white of Napoli and one 
area of the city has plans to 
parade through the streets a huge 
cake depicting the Bay of Naples 
and a smoking volcano Vesuvius. 

Understandably, no-one dares 
suggest that Napoli and Marado- 
na could lose. “I refuse to con- 
template the possibility that 
Napoli could not win the cham- 
pionship.” the city’s police chief 
Antonio Bane I told reporters. 

He denied press speculation 
that pressure was being put on 


Napoli to lose by underworld 
gangsters who run an illegal soc- 
cer lottery. They stand to pay out 
a fortune if Maradona's team 
take the title because at the be- 
ginning of tbe season the illegal 
bookmakers offered odds of 13-1 
against the local side. 

Barrel has placed 1,000 police 
on duty in and around the San 
Paolo Stadium, five times the 
normal number, to cope with the 
capacity 85,000 fans who will jam 
in. 

Thousands more will follow the 
match on radio through louds- 


left-hander and beat the Orioles- 
5-2 Thursday. 

“We’re not looking back. 
We're going to the future,” -said 
twins manager Tom Kelly, whose 
team opens a three-game series 
Friday night against the New 
York Yankees at Yankee Sta- 
dium. 

Until Thursday, the Twins had 
not fared well against Baltimore 
Southpaws. Rookie Eric Bell 
held Minnesota hitless until the 
ninth inning of a 5-4 Baltimore 
victory Tuesday night, and Scott 
Mcgregor hurled a three-hitter as 
the Orioles shut out the Twins 6-0 
Wednesday night. 

But Minnesota Salvaged the 
final game of the series in a dual 
of losing left-handeis. Twins star- 


Viola went 7 1-3 innings, 
allowed six hits, struck ont six 
and walked two. Jeff Reardon 
pitched tbe ninth inning to pick 
up his seventh save. 

“He put hitters on the defen- 
sive insted of pitching defensive- 
ly," Twins catcher Tim Laudner 
said of Viola’s comeback. 

Twins’ outfielder Kirby Puck- 
ett said Viola’s teammates had 
confidence he would bounce 
bade. 

“You knew Frankie was going 
to be all right,” Puckett said. “All 
he had to do is throw his game 
and everything would be fine.” 

Kelly agreed with his players’ 
assessment of Viola. 


who moved-to withinahalf-game 
of first-place GafifoEraia im Jhe’ 
American .League West. 

The Twins scored two runs in 
the first ' inning, A1 -Newjnan 
walked, and scored on Dan Glad- 
den’s double.- Gladden "then 
scored on a ground ■ out by 
Pocket. ' 7 - • 4 - ' A] l' 

- Baltimore cut the lead to 2 : 1 in 
tbe sixth inning wbdi.Gal Ripken 
Jr: scored on a .sacrifice fly-by 
Nelson Simmons. But Minnesota 
scored three runs in the seventh 
to take a 5-1 lead. 

Newman .led off with a double 
to left, went to third on .Glad: 
den’s single and scored on a 
single by PucketL. After Puckett 
stole second, Tony Anipld re- ■ 
h’eved Flanagan. Gaetti then sing- 
led to centrej scorin g Gladden - 
and PucketL . \ \ t 

The- Orioles scored their final-. 


.pcakers set up in the narrow .»r Fra& VWa-snapped a foor- 
wmless Baltimore starter Mike 


balconies with banners, flags and 
models of the league shield. 

The final 30 minutes of the 
match will be shown live on tele- 
vision in the Naples region in the j 
interests of security because of 
fears that fans will storm the 
ground. 

City transport workers have 
also cancelled a strike originally 
scheduled for the same day to 
avert chaos. 

Maradona, bought three years 
ago from Boca Juniors for a 
world record $7.5 million, has 


Flanagan fell to 0-5. 


“He’s very capable of winning nin- in the-eigbjh when Rfofarn 
20 games,” Kelly said. 'Tie’s one doubled and came' tiomp onW- 
of our main shooters and he has knight's singles'. f 

to contribute for us to win.” - v vplanagan gave', up’, eight 
Gary Gaetti had three hits and fivd'nms awn thr * y walks in six ' 
drove in two runs for the twins, inning* 


Ajax ready to revive the glory 
years of Dutch soccer 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Ajax 
Amsterdam will be seeking to 
rekindle the spirit that brought 
them and Dutch soccer glory in 
the 1970's when they meet East 


Reservation 

advance. 


must be made seven days 


Please call: Budget Rent-A-Car Co. 

international reservations. 
Tel. 604231, Amman, Sport City. 



SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 


Three bedrooms, one master bedroom, large living room with 
balcony, two large salons, large kitchen with attached store 
room. Garden, Garage. Near Jordan University. 

Please contact: 845954 


^’ADVERTISEMENT > 

To the holders of bank credit cards: Petra Card, Cairo 
Card, American Express Card, etc 

You can have Nasereddin Free Card to get competitive 
prices for your consumer and home supplies, food- 
stuffs, meat, fish, vegetables and fruits. 

You can also have a day of free buying monthly. 


said his greatest dream after tak-. Germany’s Lokomotive Leipzig 
jog Argentina to World Cap vir- in the European Cup Winner's 
tory last June is to bring the Cup final in Athens next 
Italian League shield to Napoli. Wednesday. 

He has promised Napoli’s ex- Technical director Johan 
citable -fans the celebration of a Cruyff, the great star who in- 
lifetime in the stadium but spired both Ajax and the Nether- 
appealed to them not to allow lands in those years, has assem- 
passion get the upper hand. bled an exciting young squad 

“It will be the most beautiful which includes two of the coun- 
ting ever. I imagine myself try’s top scorers, Marco Van Bas- 
among the people, out on the ten and John Bosnian, 
streets of Naples. But I want to Their youth and promise is 
say again to the people: don't tempered, however, by the ex- 
in vade the pitch... if you do, the perience of former Ipswich and 
celebrations will be over in a Manchester United- midfielder 
minute," he said. Arnold Muhren, who has re- 


gained his international place at their riear-deliroas fans of a reviv- 
the age of 35. al of the golden era when Dutch 

Unfortunately, Cruyff, who domestic and national teams 
played in Ajax's first European could seemingly do no wrong, 
final in 196 9 and then helped “A Be ginning of a new era?" 
them win the champion’s cup mused the initoeiitial Dutch soc- 
three years in succession from cer magazine Voetbal Interna* 


1971 to 1973, will be without 
Bosnian in the final . 

Bosman, 22, scorer of eight of 
Ajax’s 21 goals en route to 
Athens, was banned for two 
matches by the European Foot- 
ball Union (UEFA) after be was 
sent off in the semifinal first leg 
against Real Zaragoza of Spain 
and so misses tbe final on May 13. 

Ajax secured a place in their 
first European final for 14 years 
with a convincing 6-2 aggregate 
win over the Spaniards and so 
sparked off contemplation by 


tionai in a special edition devoted 
to the Amsterdam dub. 

Certainly, Ajax are through to 
the semifinal of the Dutch . Foot- 
boll Association (KNVB) cup 
tournament they, won last season - 
and are second in the first divi- 
sion behind PSV Eindhoven. = 

But,, though six Ajax players 
helped the Netherlands beat ‘ 
Hungary 2-0 in a European cham- 
pionship group five game, last 
week, the team still n&eds soxne ' 
fine-tuning before they fads fbe 
dogged East Germans in Greece : ; 


rentacar 


TO LET (FOR FOREIGNERS ONLY) 


Two superdeluxe unfurnished apartments in a quiet area at Jabal Amman 
between 5th & 4ih Circles. Each comprised of 3 bedrooms, dining, sitting, 
living rooms. European kitchen, two or three bathrooms, Italian marble, 
mahogany doors... etc. All services are independent 

Interested, please call Tel: 603135 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

A deluxe flat located in Um Uthaina for rent. Area 200 sou are 
metre, full accommodation; furniture, telephone, T.V. set, video ' 
set. stereo, central heating, air-conditioning, modem Wtcheti' 
equipment, special garage, other facilities. 

Location: Um Uthaina 

interested people please call telephone no. 829601 
from 11,00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS, FOR;: 
RENT v \ 

First consists of one bedroom, and another of ' two" 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen, with Gertfei; 
heating, telephone and garage. ft 

Location': Shmeisani, near Birds Garden- ; : ! 

Please call: 602064 or 644483 ^ 


2 FLATS TO LET 


. 1; 7' 

• ; A- ■ 
! s- i-'- 


Location JabaJ Amman, Fourth Circle. ’ • • j* 

Furnished: 2 bedrooms, living and dining rooms, cenfral hfeitfci? ; f : 
2 bathrooms. T.V. and own .telephone.."'. l::- 
Unfurnished; 2 bedrooms, living and dining foonie^-oer^;^ 'V 
heating, and pm telephone, r ’ r r;v- 


Phone: 671925 


Cinema 


- • .. -ujiv. 




CONCORD 


Tel: A77420 


[Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


Cinema 


OPERA 


I’d: 675575 


[Cinema 


Tel: 6774201 f Cinema': 


THE VALACHI PAPERS 


Performances 3:30, 5:10. 9.-00. 1Q.-4S 


Pcriaffljna* 5 I !.O..V».. H.JIl. HI .'ll 


SHANGHAI 

SURPRISE 


.Performance* 3:15, 5.-1S, 8:45, 10-45 



MAFIA GANGSTERS 


(jjW • - 

if-.'* 


Performance* 






: 3 ; 
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lomdqn exchange rates! Egyptian reforms start to bite Mideast oil state reportedly 

fflssarasran^jfc-jsss jejrrsft -s?™. wants new pricing formula 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6790/6800 

1.3350/60 ' 

1.7840/47 

2.0115/25 

1.4670/SO 

36.90/37.10 

5.9550/9600 

1239/1259 

139.40/50 

6.2300/50 

6.6550/6600 

6.6925/75 

455.80/456.30 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crown 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equity prices in late trading continued to 
improve oil record highs achieved earlier in the day following 
news of a half point cut in U.K. clearing bank base rates to nine 
per cent. Earlier, trading values were boosted by encouraging 
support for the ruling Conservative Party in Thursday’s local 
elections. 

At 1445 GMT Friday the FTSE 100 index stood at a record 
intra-day high of 2,136.3. up 58.4. The market now awaits news of 
the date of the next U.K. general election, widely expectd for 
June 11, and faces the prospect of a further fall in base rates on 
continued sterling strength, dealers said. 

Sterling’s resilience to the recent fall in U.K. interest rates, 
highlighted by its reported brief advance above 3.0 marks Friday 
despite news of the Vi point cut in base rate, rein forces 
expectations of a further similar fail ahead of the expected general 
election date. There is some speculation that a full point cut to 
eight per cent may be on the cards, dealers said. Sterling closed 
unchanged at a trade weighted 73.6. 

Privatised issues featured among the heavily traded stocks, 
gaining ground after an apparent weakening in the Labour Party. 


JT TYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute M 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a Saturday to do 
those things and see those persons who have proven 
stalwart and satisfactory in your life. Use caution in any 
undertakings today. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Plan your activities so 
that arguments will not surface. Partners could be in 
an irate mood, so maintain your poise. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Study your appearance 
and see how best to improve it. Your mate may be a lit- 
tle testy today, so be careful. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get busy improving 
your home. Tonight you may find your fondest pleasures 
lacking in excitement. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Though the 
conditions .at home need a bit of adjustment, invite 
guests in tonight. ' [ 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang.21)A business situation arises 
that lets you forget a different business worry, but by 
handling one you solve the other. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You need to study a per- 
sonal matter more before you can start any action on 
it. Avoid a greedy friend. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) A private affair can spoil 
your morning if you let it. Show consideration for your 
mate and try not to disturb this person. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A new contact could 
prove trying. Your mate may be demanding, but remain 
pleasant and poised. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you are con- 
scientious in handling an outside affair you get good 
results. Be your independent self now. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) It is wise to dig up 
further facts connected with an important matter, so 
wait before moving ahead. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Plan how to be more 
precise where your accounts are concerned. Show more 
loyalty for your mate. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Avoid long talks with 
an associate since this could result in an argument. You 
find it hard to keep promises now. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he. or she, 
will need to learn patience. This child will want 
everything to proceed exactly as desired, so teach this 
one to be more objective and learn to cope with life's 
vicissitudes. A profession allowing the expression of this 
humanitarian is the best choice. 
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CAIRO (R) — Egypt's economic 
reforms, launched this month to 
secure International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) help and debt res- 
cheduling by Western govern- 
ments, are starting to bite. 

Barring last-minute snags, the 
IMF executive board on May 15 
will approve an accord giving tbe 
most populous Arab state $300 
million in standby credit over the 
next year, diplomats said. 

In return. Egypt has raised 
prices of some fuels, is preparing 
to liberalise its multi-tier ex- 
change rate system over 18 
months by letting commercial 
banks fix a market rate, and is 
curbing bank lending in an 
attempt to cut 25 per cent infla- 
tion. 

The credit squeeze — an order 
pegging tbe growth in banks’ 
loans this year to 2.5 per cent of 
last year's total — has already 
forced some banks to call in 
overdrafts and refuse customers. 

“It's biting/’ one banker said. 
“Some banks had already passed 
the ceiling and are turning busi- 
ness down.” 

The business community is now 
waiting for details of Prime 
Minister Atef SedJd’s exchange 
rate reforms before assessing 
long-term prospects. The IMF 
has set tight performance condi- 
tions and will be monitoring the 
economy closely, bankers and di- 
plomats say. 

But one immediate objective 
— rescheduling of Cairo's $38.6 
billion foreign debt — is on 
course. 

With an IMF deal serving as a 
stamp of approval. Western cre- 
ditor governments are due to 
discuss terms during meetings 
May 18-22 of the informal Paris 
Club, diplomats said. 

Negotiations with individual 
creditor governments, likely to 
produce revised repayment 
periods of 10 to 15 years with five 
to seven years grace, could take 
six to nine months. 

The World Bank is expected to 
disburse loans for industrial and 
agricultural projects of $200 mil- 
lion in 1987/88 starting July — 


with more later — following 
Cairo's reform commitments. 

Egypt has strong Western poli- 
tical backing for its efforts to 
handle intractable economic 
problems, compounded since last 
year by bard currency shortfalls 
at a time of heavy foreign debt 
payments. 

Its strategic location and key 
role in Middle East peace efforts 
as the only Arab country to have 
normal ties with Israel make it a 
special case, diplomats said. 

A key part of the IMF package 
is the planned move towards uni- 
fication of the country’s complex 
exchange rate system for the 
national currency, the pound. 

Under new rules to be 
announced soon, a committee of 
eight basks will fix daily dollar/ 
pound rates to compete with 
technically illegal but tolerated 
free market brokers, government 
officials said. 

Egypt will continue to have 
several different rates, though the 
aim is to cut down to one market 
rate by mid-1988. 

The main ones are tbe govern- 
ment book-keeping rate of 0.70 
pounds to the dollar, the daily- 
fixed centra] bank incentive rate 
of about 1.35, and the free mar- 
ket rate, currently around 2.15. 
In addition, a separate rate is 
used for trade and payments with 
the Soviet Union. 

Bankers expect tbe bank com- 
mittee to set rates dose to the 
free market — perhaps 1.80 to 
1.90, maybe as high as 2.10. But 
they expect brokers to continue 
operating and say the free market 
is unlikely to disappear if there is 
a gap between the bank's rate and 
tbe market 

“People will continue to use 
the channel that gives them the 
best rate," one said. “They will 
deal on the free market unless tbe 
h anks are competitive.” 

The new rate will apply to 
remittances by Egyptian expatri- 
ates — S2.5 billion in 19S5/86 — 
exchanges by tourists and financ- 
ing for 40 per cent of imports. 

Other import finan ce will be at 
the incentive rate and items will 


be shifted to tbe new rate gra- 
dually as the IMF programme 
progresses. 

Among tough performance 
conditions set by the IMF, it will 
look closely at price rises deman- 
ded and indicators like money 
supply and the budget deficit — 
5.6 billion pounds this year. 

An IMF policy review mission 
is due in Cairo next September 
and Egypt can expect thrice year- 
ly inspections. 

Some bankers and diplomats 
regard the IMF's expectations, in 
full detail still secret, as unrealis- 
tic because of structural economic 
and social problems in Egypt. 

They say Cairo may be unwilling 
to impose austerity measures on 
the poor, the bulk of Egypt’s 50 
million population, through price 
rises which could spark unrest as 
bread price increases did a de- 
cade ago. 

“Sooner or later the govern- 
ment will have to raise prices for 
consumers and this could spell 
trouble,” one diplomat said. 

President Hosni Mubarak has 
pledged to protect the poorest 
and Mr. Sedki has said state 
subsidies of some $2 billion a year 
od basic commodities will stay. 

If Egypt fails to meet perform- 
ance criteria, the IMF can waive 
its requirements, a political deci- 
sion. or suspend the programme. 

Tbe government plans to raise 
electricity prices for consumers of 
over 500 kilowatts a month to 
soak tbe rich and spare tbe poor. 

From May 1. it trebled prices 
of fuel oil and raised prices of gas 
oil, diesel and kerosene over 50 
per cent. But petrol stayed tbe 
same and prices are well below 
world levels. 

The credit squeeze has had one 
success as b anks call in loans to 
speculators who had borrowed • 
pounds to buy dollars at inflated 
rates. 

While the squeeze could also 
damage private business, this 
week's rise of up to two percen- 
tage points on loans is expected 
to have little impact since rates of 
as much as 18 per cent are still 
considered low, bankers said. 


HOUSTON (Agencies) — At least one Middle East 
oil producer, losing revenues because of the decline 
of the U.S. dollar, has approached customers about 
switching to a pricing structure based on a basket of 
currencies instead of solely on the dollar, an oil 
refinery rhairtnan said Thursday. 


Indonesia raises interest rates 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia's 
central bank Thursday 
announced it was raising interest 
rates to stop money from leaving 
the country and attract funds 
back from abroad. 

The measure will raise already 
high borrowing rates at a time 
when Indonesia is trying to en- 
courage industry to export more 
to make up for a fall in oil 
revenues. 

But a Bank Indonesia spokes- 
man told reporters tbe increase, 
which raises its discount rate from 
18.5 to 20 per cent, is necessary to 
maintain growth in domestic 
bank deposits. The discount rate 
is the interest charged on funds 
provided to commercial banks. 

Indonesia has been worried ab- 
out money leaving the country, 
attracted by the higher interest 
rates, accounting for inflation, 
that are being offered abroad. 
Indonesian inflation is running at 
around nine per cent a year and 
the country devalued the rupiah 
by 31 per cent in September. 

The spokesman said the move 
was partially prompted by the 


latest rise in the U.S. prime rate, 
at which banks lend to their most 
favoured corporate borrowers. 

Indonesia's currency is freely 
convertable, but money has been 
leaving the country for Singapore 
and other financial centres on 
fears that the government could 
impose exchange controls. 
Another spar to the exodus has 
been a narrowing in tbe differen- 
tial between rupiah interest rates 
and those in other currencies, 
particularly the dollar, observers 
said. 

A bank statement said ts 30- 
day deposit rate on Bank Indone- 
sia certificates was increased re- 
troactively to 16 per cent from 
Wednesday, against 14 per cent 
last week, and for 90 day certifi- 
cates to 17 per cent from 15 per 
cent the week before. 

Bankers said the move would 
raise deposit and lending rates at 
state and commercial banks. 

Deposit rates Thursday were 
quoted at between 14 and 16 per 
cent, while commercial bank 
lending rates were between 17 


and 24 per cent. 

The government has not given 
figures for the outflow of money 
from the country, but the growth 
in domestic bank deposits has 
fallen sharply. 

The spokesman said bank de- 
posits were only likely to grow by 
eight per cent in 1987 without a 
rise in interest rates, against 16 
per cent in 1986 and 30 per cent in 
1985. 

Meanwhile, Dr. J.B. Sumarlin, 
state [minister for national de- 
velopment planning declared that 
Indonesia will accept only united 
and soft-term foreign loans wuich 
do not affect its balance of pay- 
ments position. 

He said commercial loans 
which came at high interest rates 
aggravated the nation’s balance 
of payments situation. 

Indonesia would consider as 
"soft” only those loans whose 
repayment period was 18 years or 
longer, and where the interest 
rate was no more than 3J5 per 
cent and the grace period ex- 
ceeded seven years. 


The dollar has declined sharply 
in tbe past two years, giving up 
well over 40 per cent of its value 
against the West German mark 
and the Japanese yen. The de- 
cline has curtailed the buying 
power of oil producers in non- 
U.S. currencies. 

Mr. Oscar Wyatt, chairman of 
Coastal Corp., which refines oil 
and produces energy, said be 
believed the producer's move was 
meant to test the market's toler- 
ance for a shift away from pricing 
oil in dollars. 

He declined to identify the oil 
producer, other than to say it was 
a Middle Eastern nation. 

"I told them we could not 
negotiate on that basis/’ Mr. 
Wyatt told reporters after Coas- 
tal’s annual shareholders 
meeting. 

Such a switch in OPEC pricing, 
if it happened, would mean high- 
er gasoline and oQ prices in the 
United States, an oil industry 
executive said. 

Several analysts and top oil 
company executives believe 
OPEC, which meets next month, 
is facing financial pressure to 
either raise its $18 a barrel ben- 
chmark price or adopt a basket of 
currencies for pricing purposes. 

“If the dollar continues to de- 
cline, they (OPEC) will either 
raise the price or turn to a basket 
of currencies which would contri- 
bute even more to the (U.S.) 
trade deficit,” Mr. Wyatt said. 
“We've got a serious currency 
problem and a serious trade prob- 
lem in this country/' he said. 

Proposals to tie crude oil prices 
to a basket of currencies are not 
new and have tended to come 
along with declines in the value of 
the dollar. However, debate on 
what currencies are to be in- 
cluded in the basket and how they 
are to be weighted has compli- 
cated discussions and the dollar’s 
eventual recovery has usually led 
oil producers to shelve such dis- 
cussions. 

- But industry sources said that 
.there are technical committees in 
OPEC which are constantly 
assessing the impact of foreign 
exchange rates on earnings from 
oil. 

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali AI 
Khalifa Al Sabah, said in remarks 
published in Kuwait Wednesday 
that he expected OPEC to discuss 
the possibility of raising prices in 
June. But he described the im- 
pact of tbe dollar’s fall as slight, 
adding: “There is no need to 
worry.” 

Mr. Wyatt estimated the Un- 
ited States could eventually face 
an annual trade deficit of up to 
$10 billion from imports of fore- 
ign oil, which accounts for more 
than a third of U.S. oil supply. 

“It’s a very scary tiling/’ Mr. 
Wyatt said, referring to the stir- 
ring of interest among OPEC 
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nations in changing the baas of 
world oil pricing. 

If OPEC eventually discarded 
the U.S. dollar for its pricing, 
American consumers would see 
an immediate increase in the cost 
of ofl and gasoline, Mr. Alfred 
Munk, manager of foreign affairs 
for Amoco Corp., said. 

"We’ve faced up to the fact 
we’re going to pay more for a 
German car, the same goes for 
Saudi oil,” Mr. Munk said. 

Mr. Michel Pecqueur, chair- 
man of the French-owned Elf 
Auitaine Group, said during a 
visit to Houston last week that 
OPEC was reluctant to alter its 
pricing because producers are 
well aware that the value of the 
U.S. dollar could strengthen over 
tire long term. 

OPEC produces above ceiling, 
agency says 

Meanwhile, the International 
Energy Agency (IEA) reported 
that OPEC oil production rose 
sharply last month and topped 
the group's self-imposed ceiling 
for the first time since January. 

Five of tbe 13 member coun- 
tries were reported to be exceed- 
ing their national quotas set by a 
production accora readied last 
Dec. 20. 

The report introduced a new 
element of doubt about the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries’ (OPECs') ability to 
stick to its overall production 
limit of 15.8 million barrels a day 
through June. 

Tbe agency said OPEC output 
was 16.6 mini on barrels daily in 
April, up from an average of 15.7 
million a day in the January- 
Marcha quarter. 

January production was above 
the official ceiling, at an esti- 
mated 16.5 million barrels a day, 
mainly because of technical prob- 
lems in scaling back output after 
the December accord. 

The production ceiling was de- 
signed to dryp up the world oil 
glut and stabilise prices. 

Analysts have attributed a re- 
cent finning of oil prices to a 
widespread belief in tbe industry 
that OPEC was rigorously resist- 


ing pumping more than its agreed 
total. On Tuesday, the main 
grade of U.S. crude oil broke the 
.$19 mark. 

The energy ageiicy said in its 
monthly oil market that the rise 
in OPEC production in April was 
due to large increases in output 
by Saudi Arabia, the group's 
largest producer, and by warring 
Iran and Iraq. 

It also said the Soviet Union, 
which is not an OPEC member, 
bad significantly increased its oil 
exports to Western nations in 
April, while routine maintenance 
work in North Sea caused a mod- 
est dropoff in Western output. 

Saudi Arabia’s production was 
estimated to have jumped to its 
quota of 4.1 million barrels a day 
from 3.0 million in March. 

The energy agency’s report 
said this could be explained partly 
by a narrowing of the gap be- 
tween opeo-maket oil prices and 
official Saudi selling prices, which 
has made Saudi crude more 
attractive to oil companies. 

The report said Iran's output in 
April Tose to its quota level of 2.2 
million barrels daily from two 
million a day in March. 

Iraq managed a similar in- 
crease, to l.S million barrels dai- 
ly, due to resumed operation of 
an Iraqi pipeline through Turkey 
that was closed for one week in 
March by a landslide and to 
increased use of a pipeline 
through Saudi Arabia to the Red 
Sea port of Yanbu. 

Iraq's production quota is 1.46 
milli on barrels a day, although it 
has vowed to ignore tbe limit 
until OPEC agrees to give it 
parity with Iran. 

The other major violator cited 
was tbe United Arab Emira tes 
(UAE) whose production was re- 
ported at 12 million harries dai- 
ly, compared with its quota erf 
902,000. 

UAE Oil Minis ter Mana Said 
Al Oteiba warned in remarks 
published Thursday that if OPEC 
did not increase the UAE’s cur- 
rent quota of 902.000 barrels per 
day (h/d), “we will feel free to do 
whatever is in the best interests of 
the UAE.” 

The UAE demand for a higher 
quota could trigger a barrage of 
similar requests from other 
OPEC producers and upset a 
delicate quota balance worked 
out last December, traders say. 

It could also sharpen debate 
between those who favour price 
hikes and those who want higher 
output. 


U.S. consumer debt shrinks 


WASHINGTON (R) — Amer- 
ican consumers kept their credit 
cards in their pockets during 
March as the total of outstanding 
consumer debt shrank for the first 
tune in more than four and a half 
years, the government reported 
Thursday. 

The Federal Reserve Board, 
the U.S. central bank, said con- 
sumers paid off a seasonally ad- 
justed total of $63 million of 
debts in March, compared with 
$1 billion of additional debt in- 
curred in February. 


It was the first time since July, 
1982. that U.S. consumer instal- 
ment credit shrank. 

Consumer instalment credit 
rises in most months, meaning 
that consumers take on more 
debt than they pay off. 

The unusual decline in March 
reflected a drop in credit card 
debt and only a small increase in 
borrowing for car purchases, the 
central bank said. 

Tbe central bank said consum- 
er credit outstanding at the end of 
March totalled $574.1 billion. 
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IMbdd news 


lotha wins landslide victory 
n South African elections 


JORDAN TfMES,SATURDAYM^si 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (Agencies) — 
Business leaders Friday urged the government to 
take advantage of its election victory to make rapid 
reforms of apartheid. 

The National Party govern- Mr. Botha said in a television 
meat of President P.W. Botha interview Thursday night that the 
indicated the process could be a Nationalists, who increased their 
slow one. parliamentary majority, had re- 

*Tt may be expected that there ceived “a clear mandate from the 
will be purposeful progress along electorate to pursue security for 
that (reform) course . in the the country and its people as a 
months and years ahead," the primary objective." 
state-run South African Broad- . He said the government would 
casting Corp. said in a radio also pursue reform that would be 
editorial. “constitutional and gradual." 

When Mr. Botha called "To us this is obviously bad 
Wednesday's election for the news,” said an editorial in the 
white, and do min ant chamber of Sowetan, a Johannesburg news- 
parliament two years early, he "paper for black readers. "We 
said be ws seeking a mandate to blacks will suffer the brunt of 
negotiate with representatives of radical right-wing policies being 
the voteless black majority. thrust down the government's 
Parliament also has chambers throat." 
representing people of Asian des- The Sowetan had conducted its' 
cent and those of mixed race. own newspaper poll, in which 
Under apartheid, the country's readers, no matter what their 
24 million blades have no vote in race, could vote for the pres i de n t 
national affairs. By law and by of their choice. Nelson Mandela, 
custom, the 5 millio n whites con- leader of the African National 
trol the economy and maintain Congress military wing when he 
separate districts, schools and was imprisoned in 1982 for sabot- 
health services. age and conspiracy against white 


Soviets accuse U.S. of 
raising radiation levels 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Foreign Ministry has accused the 
United States of increasing 
atmospheric - radiation outside its 
territory with nuclear tests that 
the Kremlin claims violate a 1963 
treaty. 

Ministry spokesman Gennady 
Gerasimov issued the accusation 
during a news briefing for Soviet 
and foreign journalists Thursday. 

Asked whether the alleged in-: 
crease in radioactive isotopes ex- 
ceeded internationally accepted 
health standards, Mr. Gerasimov 
said be had no details. 

The ministry statement 
appeared to be another step in 
the Kremlin's effort to convince 
the United States it should agree 
to a superpower ban on nuclear 
tests. 

"Competent Soviet bodies 
have thoroughly checked the re- 
sults of the analysis of samples of 


Gumnen kill youth in 
renewed Belfast violence 


BELFAST (R) — A young man 
was shot dead and over 20 vehi- 
cles were hijacked and set on fire 
on a second successive evening of 
violence in Northern Ireland. 

The violence Thursday fol- 
lowed clashes Wednesday night 
between police and mourners at 
the funeral of a guerrilla fighter 
of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), dedicated to overthrow- 
ing British rule in Northern Ire- 


land. 

Police said the 18-year-old man 
was killed by a gang of masked 
and armed men who drove up to 
his West Belfast home and shot 
him several times. 

The police said they were un- 
certain whether the murder was a 
sectarian killing, although several 
Catholics have been killed by 
Protestant extremists in the dis- 
trict in recent years. 


Firebomb thrown into 
Butch premier’s house 


ROTTERDAM (R) — A fire- 
bomb crashed through the front 
window of Dutch Prime Minister 
Ruud Lubbers' bouse but be ex- 
tinguished the blaze before it' 
caused serious damage, police 
has said. 

Police spokesman Ger De Jong 
said Thursday the leader of The 
Netherlands and his wife, Ria, 
were in the front room of the 
bouse when tbe device was 


thrown, but not injured. 

Tbe fire damaged curtains, car- 
pet and a sideboard before Mr. 
Lubbers managed to put out tbe 
flames and throw the re mains of 
the bomb into the street. 

De Jong said no one had 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. Mr. Lubbers' house is not 
usually guarded, but is checked 
regularly by patrolling 
policemen. 
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NORTH 
473 

T Q J 9 8 2 
'KQ5 
4 AKQ 

WEST EAST 

*J964 
VA764 CIO S3 

0 76 43 0 J 108 

*1087 *543 

SOUTH 
4 AQ 1085 
9K 
v A92 
♦ J 9 6 2 


HOLD DECLARES TO A GUESS 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 ^ 

Pass 

I * 

Pass 

2* 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

6 NT 

Pass 

Pans 

Pass 

Opening lead: Seven of C 



Whether you are declaring or de- 
fending, life is much easier if you 
know where you are going. This 
hand f ram a team match illustrates 
our point. 

Since he had a five-card heart 
suit and a weak doubleton in 
spades. North eschewed an open- 
ing bid of one no trump in favor of 
one heart. That led to problems 
when South responded one spade, 
since a re bid of one no trump wou Id 
have been as underbid while two 
no trump would have been a 
stretch- Both Norths temporized 
by bidding a three-card club suit, 
and six no crump was reached at 


both tables, at one after the auc- 
tion shown above. 

Both Wests made a passive dia- 
mond lead, and both declarers cor- 
rectly judged to go after hearts 
first. They won the opening lead in 
dummy and continued with a heart 
to the king. One West decided he 
could not look for better, so he took 
his ace and continued with a dia- 
mond. That, too, was won In 
dummy, and when the ten of hearts 
dropped declarer had 12 tricks 
without a finesse: one spade, four 
hearts, three diamonds and four 
clubs. 

At the other table West allowed 
the king of hearts to win. Declarer 
crossed to the queen of clubs and 
led Lhe queen or hearts, and West 
held up once more. Now declarer 
was in a dilemma. 

He had only 10 tricks available, 
and to make the two he was short 
to fulfill his contract, he needed ei- 
ther two winning spade finesses or 
a right view in hearts. But which 
heart was going to come down on 
the third round: the ace, in which 
case declarer had to lead a low 
heart from the table, or the ten, in 
which event it was necessary to 
continue with the jack? He opted 
for a low heart. East's ten won and 
a spade shift assured a two trick 
defeat. But it was really no guess. 
Had West started with three hearts 
to the ace. he could have won the 
second trick in the suit to defeat 
the contract 


role, collected the most votes in 
the poll, which was published 
Thursday. Mandela is serving a 
life term. 

Since it is illegal to quote Man- 
dela except for statements he 
made during his trial, the paper 
published a statement Friday 
from his wife, Winnie. 

She quoted from his defence 
statement: “I feel oppressed by 
the atmosphere of white domina- 
tion that lurks all around this 
courtroom. It re min ds me that I 
am voteless because there is a 
parliament in this country that is 
white-controlled.” 

Mrs. Mandela said, “those 
words, uttered 25 years ago, 
could have been uttered on elec- 
tion day in 1987 when the white 
minority went to tbe polls... The 
same court atmosphere he found 
oppressive 25 years ago could 
have been written about any de- 
tainee today." 

The five Freedoms Forum, a 
coalition of civil rights and anti- 
apartheid groups, responded Fri- 
day to Mr. Botha’s post-election 
promise to crack down on non- 
pariiamentaiy opposition, parti- 
cularly groups that receive fore- 
ign fluids. 


S. African envoy rebuked by 
Australia over expulsion 


atmospheric aerosols taken out- 
side U.S. territory in the period 
from Feb. 20 to 25,” Mr. Gerasi- 
mov said. "Radioactive isotopes 
have been detected in tbe sam- 
ples. Their existence in the 
atmosphere can only be attri- 
buted to a nuclear explosion." 

Mr. Gerasimov noted that the 
United States was the only coun- 
try conducting nuclear tests at 
that time, as the Soviet Union 
was still observing its unilateral 
moratorium begun on Aug. 6, 
1985 to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the U.S. atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima, Japan. 

The Kremlin resumed nuclear 
blasts later that month, however, 
claiming it could no longer 
jeopardise its military security in 
the face of continued' U.S. test- 
ing.- The Soviets have detonated 
seven Soviet test explosions since 
Feb. 28. 


CANBERRA (R) — South Afri- 
can Ambassador Cornelius Bas- 
tiaanse received a strong rebuke 
from the Australian Foreign 
Affairs Department Friday over 
the expulsion of journalist 
Richard Carle ton from South 
Africa, a department spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Bastiaanse spent about 15 
minutes with senior officials who 
conveyed Australia's anger over 
the expulsion of the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) 
journalist and his producer Jen- 
nifer Ainge two days ago. 

The spokesman said the protest 
was "very much along the lines 
expressed by the Prime Minister 


(Bob Hawke) yesterday.” 

When asked about the tone of 
the meeting, the spokesman said: 
"It’s very bard to see it as 
friendly.” 

Mr. Hawke told reporters 
Thursday: ‘This (expulsion) is 
further evidence of the totally 
obnoxious nature of that 
regime.” 

Mr. Bastiaanse emerged smil- 
ing from the meeting to be driven 
away without answering ques- 
tions from reporters. 

In a statement later be said it 
was up to the South African 
government to comment on the 
discussion at the department 


Japanese air force jet 
crashes during training 


TOKYO (AP) — A twin-engine 
jet of Japan's Air Self-Defence 
Force crashed Friday into the sea 
off Miyazaki Prefecture on tbe 
southern main island of Kyushu, 
a Defence Agency official said. 

The jet’s two crewm en, Maj. 
Naoki Oki, pilot of die T-2 train- 
er jet, and Maj. Kazntoshi Ogata, 
co-pflot, were missing, spokes- 
man Kansuke Matsuda said. 

The two-seater jet crashed ab- 


out 150 kilometres east of the 
Nyutabaru base in Miyazaki dur- 
ing routine training with another 
jet at about 9:14 a.m. (0014 
GMT), Matsuda said. 

He said the cause of tbe crash 
was not immediately known. 

Matsuda quoted apilot aboard 
the other plane, winch returned 
safely to the base, as saying he 
did not see either of the missing 
men bail out of the jet. 


ICRC gets new president 


GENEVA (R) — Cornelio Som- 
maroga, a former Swiss econo- 
mics minister, has taken over tbe 
presidency of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRQ. 

Mr. Sommaruga, 55, becomes tbe 
12th president of tile all-Swiss 
humanitarian body since its 
foundation bv Henry Dunant in 
1863. 

He was elected president by 
the ICRC assembly in July for a 
four year-term, renewable for 
two more four-year periods. He 
succeeds Alexandre Hay. 

The ICRC is best known for 


the protection and assistance it 
provides to the wounded, prison- 
ers of war and civilian victims in 
aimed conflicts. 

Mr. Sommaruga, from Lugano 
in tire Italian-speaking canton of 
11000 , held various diplomatic 
posts in Western Europe until 
1973 and then became deputy 
secretary general of the Euro- 
pean Free Trade Asfodation in 
Geneva for two years. 

He was appointed secretary of 
state for external economic 
affairs in 1984, eight years after 
joining the Swiss Federal Office 
for Externa] Affairs in Berne. 


Bokassa accused of embezzlement 


BANGUI (R) — Ousted Central 
African dictator Jean-Bedel 
Bokassa has been accused of 
embezzling funds from tbe state- 
run Social Security Agency. 

The 65-y ear-old former emper- 
or is bring tried on a variety of 
crimes ranging from murder to 
cannibalism and embezzlement. 

On Thursday Camille Malikan- 
ga, a senior controller with the 
Social Security Agency, told tile 
court Bokassa pocketed up to 
S13.3 million in contributions 
while be held the social affairs 
portolio between 1974 and 1976. 

Mr. Malikanga said two of 


Bokassa’s cousins, Michel 
Maleyengamo and Jean Gombo, 
both former heads of the Social 
Security Agency, had also been 
involved in the embezzlement. 

The two men were in court. 
They denied the charge and chal- 
lenged Mr. Malikanga to produce 
proof. 

The end of the trial, which 
opened in November, has been 
postponed several times and is 
now scheduled for May 15. 

Bokassa. who was toppled in a 
French-engineered coup in 1979, - 
returned home unexpectedly last 
September. 


Ortega blames Reagan 
in assassination plot 


“We challenge the state presi- 
dent’s statement that change will 
come through a parliamentary 
that has received a mandate for 
war from its electorate,” the Five 
Freedoms Forum said. 

‘‘Extra-parliamentary orga- 
nisations are seeking non- violent 
solutions for South Africa. 
Whites committed to peace and a 
common future for all South Afri- 
cans are not the real threat.” 

Black leaders greeted the result 
with dismay. Nobel Peace Prize- 
winner Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, a pronrimenl black cam- 
paigner against apartheid, said: 
“I believe we have mitered the 
dark ages in tbe history of our 
country.” 

Asked about the future, Zulu 
leader Chief Mangosuthu 
Butheiezi told a radio interview- 
er "I can only see blood.” 

The swing to tbe right had 
riven credibility o those who saw 
bloodshed as the only answer to 
South Africa’s racial crisis, 
Butheiezi said. 

The all-white election met 
strong opposition from tbe vote- 
less black majority, with 1.5 mil- 
lion workers and students staging 
a massive strike on election day. 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega has said 
he held U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan indirectly responsible for 
a plot by two American right- 
wing extremists to assassinate 

him 

“It is dear that this is a product 
of President Reagan's hysteria 
agains t Nicaragua," Mr. Ortega 
told reporters, referring to the 
plot revealed by the U.S. Justice 
Department Thursday. 

“Because of President 
Reagan’s policy (against Nicar- 
agua), many people like the two 
people being accused may think it 
is correct to assassinate the presi- 
dent of Nicaragua,” Mr. Chrtega 
said. 

Mr. Reagan has called Mr. 
Ortega a "petty dictator” and 
Washington finances an esti- 
mated 15,000 rebels battling to 
topple the ruling Sandinista 
National Liberation Front 
(FSLN). 

The U.S. Justice Department 
Thursday said two right-wing ex- 
tremists, Donne! Howard and 
John Norris, were charged with 
conspiring last December and 
January to kill Mr. Ortega. 

The plot was thwarted when an 
individual recruited for the op- 
eration contacted the U.S. Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 


department officials said. 

Mr. Ortega said Nicaragua pre- 
viously had thwarted attempts 
promoted by the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) to assassin- 
ate him and other Sandinista 
leaders, but gave no details. 

He said the two men accused in 
tbe plot might have been “in- 
directly manipulated" by the 
CIA. 

An indictment against the two 
plotters said they planned a re- 
connaissance mission to Nicar- 
agua and Honduras to gather 
information to use in the assas- 
sination. 

Mr. Ortega was visiting a 
school for hearing-impaired chil- 
dren. accompanied by Academy 
Award winning actress Mariee 
Matiin, who won an Oscar last 
month for her starring rede in 
Children of a Lesser God. 

“Whatever dreams the Nicara- 
guans may have, they should nev- 
er abandon them.” said the ac- 
tress, speaking in sign language 
and th rough an interpreter. 

Ms. Matiin is now performing 
in a Hollywood film being made 
here about a 19th century Amer- 
ican adventurer, William Walker, 
who led a band of 50 mercenaries 
to Nicaragua in 1855, took over 
tiie country and ruled for two 
years as president. 


Lange says KGB lost an 
argument over expulsion 


WELLINGTON (R) — Prune 
Minister David Lange said Friday 
he believed the Soviet Union's 
expulsion of a New Zealand 
embassy maintenance man indi- 
cated that tbe KGB had lost an 
argument with the government in 
Moscow. 

Mr. Lange told reporters that 
attache David Nicol, 28, who was 
posted to Moscow almost 11 
months ago, was not a spy. 

The Soviet Union Thursday 
declared Nicol to be “persona 
non grata” and ordered him to 
leave tbe country within seven 
days for “activities incompatible 
with the status of a diplomatic 
representative." 

The action followed New Zea- 
land’s expulsion of Sergei Bud- 
nik, a senior counsellor at the 
Soviet embassy in Wellington,* 
who was said by Mr. Lange to 
have been identified as a KGB 
officer. He left tbe country on 
April 29 and some media com- 
mentators have expressed sur- 
prise that Moscow did not retali- 


ate immediately. 

Mr. Lange said Friday that Mr. 
Budnik had commented “in a 
very KGB-way” before tearing 
that Moscow should respond 
firmly. But Nicol ranked sixth 
among die nine New Zealanders 
in Moscow. 

“1 think ifs pretty dear there 
are competing forces (in Mos- 
cow) and they bartered it 
through," be added. 

“Mr. Budnik was certainly very 
straightforward about what be 
thought should happen. What 
happened in the end ... was that 
they seemed to think they had to 
do something otherwise they 
would have looked to have admit- 
ted everything (concerning 
Budnik). 

“So they picked on someone 
no one would believe was en- 
gaged in spying and hoped to let 
tiie matter end like that." 
y Mr. Lange believed that if the 
KGB had its way a higher ranking 
New Zealander would have been 
expeDed. 


Opposition walks out over 
Gandhi-Singh controversy 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
Most opposition members in the 
Lower House of Parliament 
walked out in protest Friday be- 
cause the speaker did not sche- 
dule a time to discuss the feud 
between India’s president and 
prime minister. 

Tbe protest followed a similar 
walkout Thursday in the Upper 
House, where lawmakers also 
were blocked from raising the 
issue. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Congress I Party has a majority in 
both houses. 


Mr. Gandhi and President Zail 
Singh have had a highly publi- 
cised feud since March over how 
much Mr. Gandhi must tell the 
71-year-old president about gov- 
ernment affairs. Mr. Singh is 
head of state, but prime ministers 
in India wield more power as 
beads of government. 

At issue in the parliament is a 
letter sent by Mr. Gandhi earlier 
this week to Mr. Singh reportedly 
denying the president informa- 
tion he had requested on a ques- 
tionable Sweetish arms deal. 


Three killed over road 
building in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (Agencies) — Three 
people were killed and five 
wounded in a gunfight Thursday 
between villagers in eastern 
Bangladesh over a disputed road, 
police said Friday. 

They said the violence started 
when some villagers opposed 
construction of road in Moulvi ba- 
zar district. 

After a brief battle with sticks 
and staves, both sides pulled out 
guns and fired indiscriminately, 
kil l i n g three people on the spot, 
police added. 

Meanwhile, two people includ- 
ing a rural council chairman were 
shot dead and 12 injured in 


clashes between rival groups at 
Rauzan in southern Bangladesh 
Thursday. 

Another rural council chair- 
man was killed by rivals last 
Sunday at Netrakona in northern 
Bangladesh, officials said. 

On Thursday Maulana 
MobammaduUah Hafezji Huzur, 
Bangladesh’s top Muslim fun- 
damentalist leader, died in Dha- 
ka’s Suhrawardy Hospital, a doc- 
tor at the hospital reported. He 
was 98. 

Tbe fundamentalist leader was 
rushed to tbe hospital Wednes- 
day. Doctors there said he died 
from old age. 


Support broadens for access to war crime files 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United States and two other 
countries have joined Israel in 
appealing to the U.N. adminis- 
tration to allow more public ac- 
cess to 8,000 confidential files on 
Nazi war crimes. 

Tbe new appeals come amid a 
flurry of actions worldwide 
against suspected war criminals, 
including Austrian President 
Kurt Waldheim, the former U.N. 
secretary-general. It was the dis- 
closure of Dr. Waldheim's file in 
tiie archives of the defunct U.N. 
War Crimes Comnrissioa that 
touched off Israel's campaign for 
public access to the documeuts. 

Much of the information in the 
files already is in the public do- 
main, but Israel contends that the 
access restrictions could shield 
war criminals from justice. 

The files — containing the 
names of 36,000 accused war cri- 


minals, suspects and witnesses — 
are now locked in two large safes 
at the U.N. Archives m New 
York City. 

Currently, only member gov- 
ernments of the United Nations, 
not individuals or organisations, 
may review tbe files, and only on 
tbe condition that names of speci- 
fic suspects are provided. 

U.N. spokesman Francois 
Giuliani said Thursday that 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar is, for a second time, 
solid ting tbe views of the 17 
former member governments of 
toe war crimes commission about 
access to tbe files. He said Tbe 
Netherlands and Yugoslavia now 
favour broader access. The 
Netherlands has said private re- 
searchers should be allowed to 
see the files. 

In Washington on Thursday, 


State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said the United 
States also favours fewer restric- 
tions, but that governments 
should continue to play a role in 
determining who should have ac- 
cess. 

Previously, the United States 
had taken the position that “un- 
restricted public access would not 
necessarily serve toe interests of 
justice." 

Jewish groups have been lob- 
bying governments worldwide to 
support more general access to 
the files. 

Tbe files were assembled by 
the wartime allies between 1943 
and 1948. The U.N. war crimes 
commission was disbanded in 
1948 and its files were turned 
over to tbe United Nations. 

Israel first asked Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar for general access to all 


war crimes files last May, after 
disclosures that one file was ab- 
out Dr. Waldheim. 

But Mr. Perez de Cuellar said 
be would have to consult with 
representatives of the 17 govern- 
ments that once belonged to the 

co mmissio n. 

He said in March that 16 of the 
17 former commission member 
governments opposed the open- 
ing of tbe files. Australia was the 
sole supporter of completely 
open access. 

Under existing U.N. rules, 
Israel has received tbe files of 
hundreds of suspected war ctii 
rrrinak believed still alive. Israeli 
Ambassador Benjamin Netany- 
ahu said the files received thus far 
were found to contain “indispens- 
able information for the prosecu- 
tion of living Nazi war c riminals 
as weQ as for historical research 
of the holocaust " 



Ancient cemetery found In Bahrain j 

BAHRAIN (R) — A bulldozer levelling ground in Bahrain 
suddenly toppled into a hole and found itself in themkidleofwhat 
appears to be an ancient cemetery, a newspaper reported Friday. 
Bahrain's Akhbar A1 Kbaleej daily said- mamr tittle rooms, 
probably old banal grounds, led off from the. hole. The. local 
Antiquities Department immediately ordered all work in fhe'axea ~ 
stopped nntfl die find could be evaluated and its period identifiecL 
Antiquities in Bahrain, an island state in the Guff, date back to its 
pre-Islamic Hellenistic period about 2,000 years ago. and also 
include burial mounds of the Dilmrn tivifisafion 4,000 years ago. 

China restores tomb of Genghis Khan 

PEKING (R) — China has restored the tomb of Genghis Khan,' 
who is still honoured as a national hero among Mongolians 
despite his reputation for barbarity in the West- The New China : 
News Agency has said that the equivalent pf . $800,000 had been 
spent on renovations . to tbe tomb which include a dispiayof 
Genghis Khan’s whip, saddle and sahte: People in what is now the > 
inner Mongolian region of China have gathered at tire ate for' 
harvest ceremonies annually since Genghis Khan's death in 1227,' 
the agency said. The spread of bis empire across Aria terrified ' 
Europe 800 years ago, especially as he had a record of cruelty-, 
which included such practices as decorating monuments with the 
skulls of his victims. 

U.S. Congressman dies of AIDS 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Republican congressman died 
Thursday from a bacterial infection brought on by AIDS 
contracted from a blood transfusion, bis office said. A statement 
issued by the office of Representative Stewart B. McKinney, 56* : 
quoted tire congressman's personal physician. Dr. Cesar Caceres, 
as saying Mr. McKinney contracted the disease from Wood- 
t ransfusio ns he received while undergoing heart-bypass surgery in 
1979. lire statement said: “Stewart McKmiit^ diedof pneumocy- 
stis pneumonia, a bacterial infection brought, on by acquired, 
immune deficiency syndrome." 

Syphilis cases on the rise in UJS. - 

LOS ANGELES ( AP) — The number of reported syphilis rases 
in the United States has increased dramatically in the .first three?' 
months of 1987, nearly doubling in Los AngeJes-oounty, Soatii 
Florida and New York City, according to a published report. Tbe 
increase appears to be mostly among heterosexuals, often female 
prostitutes and mtravenousrirag users, public health officiaktoid 
the Los Angeles Times. They cautioned, however, that tht 
outbreaks still are under investigation and that different Jactors 
may explain tbe venereal disease’s increase. The Aumber. of _ 
syphilis cases nationwide had been on tbe decrease since 1982. ■ ; 
But cases of infectious syphilis increased, nationally about 25 per 
cent in the first three months of 1987 compared to the same period^ 
in 1986, according to the Federal Centres Ita Disease CfofcoTm ; 
Atlanta. In Los Angeles county, syphilis cases increased about 95 
per cent, in Florida 97.4 per cent, and in New York Gty 103-5 per ■ 
cent, the newspaper said. 

Welles’ ashes buried In Spanish well v 

ROND A, Spain (AP) — The ashes ofOison Welles were buried* 
Thursday in a dry well in the ratio of the ranch in this southern 
Spanish town belonging to his longtime friend and Spanish 
bullfighter Antonio Ordonez. The simple ce re mo n y broadcast oft 
tire afternoon news programme. xtfj^anish .tefcvjsiod showed^ 
Welles’ daughter Beatrice, 31, dressed in black and crying a| r 
Ordonez lowered the urn into the -well between two oak trees CC 1 . 
what would have been the actor and film director’s 72nd birthday: : 
The director of Citizen Kane (1941) and tbe Lady from Shanghai^ 
(1947) died in October 1985 at his home in California. He had'; 
requested that his ashes be buried mi Ordonez’s farm. Ordonez 
threw sand from tire Ronda bullring over die weQ, a gesture be 
said was “a symbol of the love WeDes felt for the bullfight world*” . 
and their friendship. 

Climbers claim evidence of 6 Yeti v 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, England (AP) — Mountaineer 
Chris Bonington has said bis climbing team recently discovered a ; 
creature’s footprints in mow on an unsealed Himalayan peak, 
again raising questions about the existence of a ^YetL^ oC 
toominabJe snowman. Bonington, 52, said his five-man team; 
including three Norwegians, photographed the footprints atabout . 
16,000 feet (5,000 metres) op the 23,237-foot (7,082-metre) 
Menglungtse. The photographs have not yet been developed, be 
said. 

Thieves nabbed by police trap 

DHAKA (R) — Foot knife-wielding muggers ended up m . 
custody when they picked die wrong target — the police. They fell - 
into a trap organised by detectives disguised as rich-looking inis 
passengers in Dhaka's teeming Guiistan area, police said. As the 
young men tried to snatch their handbags and suitcases, the- 
policemen pulled out revolvers and herded the criminals to 
prison. ‘ 

Taunted workers get ‘abuse allowance 9 

SYDNEY (R) — Workers budding a pedestrian mall in central;. 
Sydney have been awarded an extra 45 dollars ($52) a week as an 
“abuse allowance" because of taunts tty angry citizens Z - The 
Federal Arbitration Commission made the award after the-- 
workers claimed they had been the target of verbalandjriiysicar 
abuse from shoppers inconvenien c ed by tbe co ns t ruc tion work. 
“Everybody yells at us. We are in a no-win situation.” saidoee <i£ 
the workers who belong to the powerful Builders Workers : 
Industrial Union. ■ 

Bacon portrait sold for $1.76m ^ ^ 

NEW YORK (R) — A portrait by Francis Bacon sold st auctibot 
for $1.76 nuLbon, the highest price ever for' a contemporary 
British artist, Christie's sard. The p aintin g, Study For Fiatsdt 
which began as a study of Bacon’s .friend, -art ' mtfe TVrvid 
Sylvester, was bought by Swiss art dealer Jan Krugkr, vrifo atso 1 
bought a second Bacon painting for $1.43 nuhion, ai^^r &onse' 
official Robin Riley said. The Bacon portrait had hefonged/to^ *;! 
Belgium’s Lambert Collection. Krugier, who lives in Gewva^saidf - 
in a telephone interview: Tm very happy . These aredtiKffltefr- £ 

rare pieces. It has always been my dream to have one." Headdeq^ 

“I believe that Bacon is tiie greatest li ving artist- theSc are - ' 
masterpieces." Another record was sel iriren Ancfy Warit&!$* r 
White Car Crash X 19 fetched S660.000. The sfik-screen.^a wi»k i . . ; 
from the late artist’s seminal pop period; brought in-theTugfes£Z - 
price ever paid at auction for a Warhol, Riley sakL ? -VT'vJf? ^ 

Teen computer ‘hackers? caught j 

BEAVER DAM, Wisconsin (R) — Sateenaaers k. 

to steal long-distance telephone codesand maj»$40,000wortii^ 
illegal calls, including a coirference hookup wiricii J iste^forl#? 
hom^potice have said, The youth s, age d 13 to 17, imi foftcgjfc; k 

sheriff’s office said. The ring 

into electronic records winch contained credit ;r. 

other telephone codes, police said. Over tfsecouitee^yi^?flK^: - 
made 2,0G0cafis costi^ ^^^£40^100 £ 

and Maryland involved 22 people ’ 
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